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Members of Louisiana Science Teachers Association,

Goodbye, February. Hello, March! Soon we will set our clocks forward, the days will get longer, and before we know 

it Spring Break will be here. With “testing season” approaching, the LASER will take a break from featuring our 

Regional News Reports. Our newsletter will continue to be delivered to your inbox; however, it will only be featuring 

the Professional Development Opportunities and Resources. Please keep an eye out for these monthly updates as 

they feature several events statewide that will allow you to continue supporting our science education community.   

Speaking of our science community, the NSTA National Conference, will be held November 6-9, 2024  in New 

Orleans at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. Don’t forget to save this date and plan on joining 

us! The call for reviewers and proposals will open soon, so continue to check your inbox for updates. LSTA will be 

promoting the NOLA 24 Conference at the NSTA National Conference in Denver, Colorado on March 20-23, 2024. 

If you are an LSTA member who is planning on attending, contact me if you are interested in volunteering at this 

event. 

With testing right around the corner, now is the time for science educators from around our state to play an 

important role in the future of science assessment in Louisiana. Educator input is essential to the assessment 

development process to ensure that these assessments are fair, valid, with reliable metrics of student growth and 

achievement. In order to accomplish this task, LDOE is recruiting educators to serve on a variety of assessment 

content review committees. Committee members may review newly developed test items, provide guidance on 

scoring student responses to constructed-response and extended-response test items, and/or help determine cut 

scores. Committee members will also confirm that tests are aligned to the Louisiana science standards, items are 

suitable for the grade or course, and appropriate for all Louisiana students. Additionally, the educators who do this 

work learn how to use assessments more effectively in their classrooms or school systems. Access the document 

titled “Assessment Content Educator Review Committees” here, or visit the Assessment Guidance Library to learn 

specific information about the committees, convening dates and locations, travel and reimbursement information, 

and how to apply to participate. I highly encourage teachers of science from across the state to apply.

These LDOE Educator Review Committees are one of the many opportunities that will be available this summer. If 

you would like to hear about more summer opportunities, please join us via Zoom on March 16, 2024 at 9:00 am for 

our Coffee Talk. Visit our site, to sign up. We will be featuring several organizations from across the state who will 

discuss training dates, times and details. I hope to see you there! 

https://lsta.info/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/assessment-content-educator-review-committees.pdf?sfvrsn=3bbe931f_86
https://lsta.info/event-5629646
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https://lsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3OuXBGbZgQSlpcy
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Celebrate Pi Day with Learning Blade!
Pi Day is celebrated on March 14th around the world. Pi
Day is an annual opportunity for math enthusiasts to recite
the infinite digits of Pi, talk to their friends about math,
and even eat pie! Among other uses, scientists use the
constant pi to gauge the dimensions of surface features on
both extraterrestrial bodies and Earth while conducting
studies on their surfaces.

Check out these lessons in Learning Blade: 
-Mission: Car Manufacturing, Lesson Name: "The Great Shape Up"
-Mission: Fresh Food, Lesson Name: "Water your Work- Building a Drip Integration System"
-Mission: Transportation Congestion, Lesson Name: "As the Crow Flies"

Would you like to learn more about these lessons? Schedule your FREE professional
development here! Check out a few of our lessons that address Pi by signing up for your free 
account here!

T3 Tinkering Time with Teachers – Knock Knock Children's Museum
PreK – 3rd Grade Educator & STEM Coordinator Workshop

Have you ever turned a banana into a piano or used playdough for a game controller? 
Get ready to unleash your creativity using Makey Makey, a simple invention kit that is 
designed to trick your computer into thinking that almost anything is a keyboard. By 
using materials such as a graphite pencil, playdough, fruits, vegetables, foils, or anything 
conductive, you will learn how to craft controllers and then use them to make music and 
play games.

In this highly interactive 2-hour STEAM workshop, you will take a journey into the world 
of circuits and invention literacy using the fascinating tool of MaKey MaKey. You will learn 
how to integrate MaKey MaKey into all subject areas from early literacy to physical 
education and unlock possibilities for building and interacting with both the physical and 
digital realms. 

Interested in more information? Register here. 

https://lsta.info/
https://calendly.com/d/3xc-4s3-99n
https://edynamiclearning.com/states-learning-blade/
https://knockknockmuseum.org/professionaldevelopment/
https://knockknockmuseum.org/professionaldevelopment/
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https://lsta.info/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/for-teachers
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EcoRise K-12 Student Climate Action Workshop
EcoRise is hosting a workshop for K-12 teachers focusing on Student Climate Action March 6th 
6-7pm CDT. This online, virtual session will focus on climate change and climate resilience 
through the lens of student action. We will explore opportunities to engage students through 
classroom activities and EcoRise student-led micro-grant opportunities that help empower 
students. For more information visit the site here. 

Ag Magic on the River is a four-day educational 
event that takes hundreds of students on an 
interactive journey of Louisiana agriculture and 
food.  Docville Farm in Violet hosts the project, a 
collaborative agreement between the Meraux 
Foundation and the LSU Ag Center.  
Third through sixth grade students from St. 
Bernard, Jefferson, Orleans, and Plaquemines 
parishes will have the opportunity to tour the farm 
and learn about the importance agriculture plays 
in their lives. 

March 19-22 school tours are available.
March 23 is open to the public. 

For more information/registration contact Lainie 
Selle at 504-736-6519 or aselle@agcenter.lsu.edu

https://lsta.info/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ecorise-student-climate-action-national-tickets-829101172927?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ecorise-student-climate-action-national-tickets-829101172927?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://www.nsula.edu/advance/
https://www.nsula.edu/advance/
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Two local Brownie Troops participated 
in Saturday sessions in the St. Mary’s 
Dominican Robotics Lab, hosted by 
their sponsor, Mrs. Giacona, and 
Robotics students.  The Brownies 
programmed an EV3 Robot, learned 
about the FTC (FIRST Tech Challenge) 
competition, drove an FTC outreach 
robot, and observed how 3D printers 
work.

https://lsta.info/
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The Dominican Robotics Team’s 
dedication paid off! The Dominican 
Valkyries won 2nd place for the Control 
Award and 3rd place for the Think 
Award at the Hammond Qualifier. 

Dominican Ultraviolet won 2nd place 
for the Think Award and 1st place for 
the Inspire Award, the highest award a 
team can win at the competition. Both 
teams will compete at the 
Championship on March 2. 

https://lsta.info/
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Carolyn Park Middle School (Slidell, St. Tammany Parish Public Schools) 6th grade science 
students designed and dropped pods carrying eggs to culminate their unit on force and 
motion.  Students were given planning and budget resources to ensure their design met 
success criteria.  After conducting trails to their prototype designs, student dropped their pod 
from a height of 15 ft.  Students used their final quantitative and qualitative data to analyze 
their designs, as well as decide as a class which design was the most efficient and successful 
drop.

https://lsta.info/
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Students from Ms. Colson's class learned about the dangers of mineral extraction by mining 
for chocolate chips using toothpicks. They then learned about alternate sources of energy by 
constructing solar panels 

The Agriculture Team from Eva Legard Center 
for Coastal and Environmental Studies received 
an ADF Grant for intensive two-day training 
and purchase of their first Aquaponic system 
from Enterprise Aquatics. They will use this 
with their current hydroponic systems to create 
their first Controlled Environmental Agriculture 
indoor farming lab. 

https://lsta.info/
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Students  recently competed in the 47th Terrebonne Science and Engineering Fair.  Abigail 
Straley, a junior at Terrebonne High School, was the Grand Prize recipient in the senior 
division.  Madelyn Melancon, a freshman at Terrebonne High School, was the senior division 
runner up.  Both girls qualified to attend the International Science and Engineering Fair this 
May in Los Angeles.  In the junior division, Forrest Ellsworth, of Houma Junior High, was the 
Grand Prize recipient.  Cullen Hebert, a student at Lacache Middle School, was the runner up 
in the junior division.  A total of twenty two students qualified to participate at the Louisiana 
Science and Engineering Fair scheduled for March at LSU.  

https://lsta.info/
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On January 26, 2024, The ULL Chemistry 
Department headed by Dr. Tolga Karsili, 
assisted by senior Lily Guidry, and junior 
Gabriel Overby visited Mrs. Deepthi Nalli’s 
Chemistry classes at Ville Platte High School 
in Evangeline Parish School District. We had 
amazing discussions about STEM majors in 
college, careers, presentations, hands-on, 
hair-raising, and explosive!

The Region VI Science and Engineering Fair, hosted 
by the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, aims to 
have students engage in independent scientific 
research process. This event provides a platform for 
participants to learn, master and communicate the 
results of their research. The 2023-2024 Region VI 
Science and Engineering Fair will be held at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette's campus. 
Winners will be eligible for Louisiana State Science 
and Engineering Fair later this Spring.
Venue: Bourgeois Hall, 225 Cajundome Blvd, 
Lafayette, LA 70506.
Time: 9.00 am - 12.30 pm
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2024 

Volunteer Opportunity with Iberia Parish Schools & STEM Global Action/STEM NOLA 
STEM NOLA welcomes volunteers for the Iberia Parish Schools STEM Fest. Participants from 
grades 6 - 8 will engage with interactive activities related to Force and Motion.
Date: Saturday, March 2, 2024
Time: 8 am - 1 pm
Venue: New Iberia High School, 1301 E. Admiral Doyle Drive, New Iberia, LA. 70560.
Volunteers can also sign up to assist with set up on Friday, March 1, 2024 using this link. 

https://lsta.info/
https://forms.gle/5ZUMWsnGQDP3pRsW7
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Congratulations to the Barbe High School robotics team on their incredible achievement of 
making it to the VEX Robotics State Championships! A huge shoutout to teams 43146A, 
43146B, 43146C, and 43146X for their dedication, hard work and teamwork leading up to 
this event. Wishing these teams all the best as they compete at the state level.

https://lsta.info/
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Congratulations on all the students in Region 5 who participated in the 
69th annual Science and Engineering Fair! 

Best of Fair 2024
● Susanna Chiruguru, LaGrange Senior High School
● (ISEF FInalist)

2024 Senior Division Winner
● Gyeongyun Lily Min (Barbe Senior High)
● (ISEF Finalist)

2024 Junior Division Winner
● Logan Biven (St. Margaret Catholic)

2024 Elementary Division Winner
● Aahan Chopade (TS Cooley Elementary)

Senior winner and Best of show will attend International Science and Engineering Fair this 
May in California (award includes paid airfare and hotels) for more information to enter in 
February 2025 visit the site here. 
Best of School

● Elementary TSCooley
● Junior High St Margaret Catholic School
● Senior High Barbe High School

https://lsta.info/
http://lasciencefair.org
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The RECIPE for Rural STEM was help on Thursday, 
February 8 in the LSUA MegaShelter, here in 
Alexandria, LA. Led by Ms. DePriest, the Region 6 
STEM Center along with the exhaustive list of their 
community partners provided a day full of hands-on 
STEM exploration for our area 5th and 6th grade 
students.

 The event hosted a record breaking crowd of over 
1,400 students and their teachers. Robotics, Chest 
Compressions, Entomology, Arial Drone Courses, 
SeaPerch Underwater Robots and much, much more 
were on full display for student to interact with. Let's 
continue to nurture the spirit of curiosity and 
innovation among our youth, inspiring them to pursue 
their passions and make meaningful contribution to 
the world. 

Mark your calendars for next year's RECIPE for Rural 
STEM Day 2025 to be held on February 20, 2025!

https://lsta.info/


LOUISIANA SCIENCE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                 https://lsta.info/

31

LSUA Robotics held their VIQRC Robotics Invitational on Februay, 8, 2024

LSUA Robotics held their VEX Robotics Competition on Februay, 3, 2024

https://lsta.info/
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Students from Shreve Island, accompanied by their teacher, Katie Chirhart, participated in 
Centenary’s Full STEAM Ahead Symposium. They interacted with college students, 
professors, teachers, and STEM organization leaders from the parish.

Their impressive presentation skills and in-depth understanding of the Moon Tree Project 
left everyone they met thoroughly impressed. Congratulations on a job well done.

LSUS Hosts JSHS Regional Competition for Louisiana

LSUS proudly hosted the JSHS Regional Competition for Louisiana, where close to 30 
participants showcased their talents over two intense days, vying for one of the coveted 
five slots to advance to Nationals. A dedicated team of LSUS Faculty, Staff, and Students 
volunteered their time and expertise to ensure the success of this thrilling event over the 
weekend.

Kudos to Caddo Magnet High School Students!

A round of applause is in order for the students of Caddo Magnet High School, who 
secured all five spots (1-5) for the Louisiana Junior Science and Humanities Symposium 
Nationals. Their outstanding performance truly shone at the competition.

https://lsta.info/
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Over 60 teachers, teacher educators, administrators, professors, college students, and 
community members attended the Inaugural Full STEAM Ahead Educator Symposium on the 
campus of Centenary College on February 8 & 9, 2024.  Sessions included featured speakers 
Kevin Nolten of Cyber Innovation Center and DJ Pevery, Louisiana High School Teacher of the 
Year 2024.  There were also hands-on sessions from Destination Imagination, and Mr. Wizard 
STEAM magic show, as well as panel discussions from community partners, student 
researchers, STEM-Informed Coaching and  Navigating AI.  Posters were presented, including 
Elementary student scientists, and the interactive display of "The Interior of the Cell”

 

https://lsta.info/
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IDEAS Day, held on February 17, 2024, saw the participation of more than 300 students. This 
event, orchestrated by students from LSU Health Shreveport School of Medicine, was a captivating 
day dedicated to unveiling the excitement and wonders of science to children.

https://lsta.info/
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The SCILS Region 8 LASTEM Center was THRILLED to offer Louisiana's FIRST ever 
KidWind Challenge! Funded by Pattern Energy and hosted by the University of Louisiana 
at Monroe with national KidWind facilitators on site, the event provided teams of middle 
grades students the opportunity to create and test wind turbines, build sail cars and 
compete in a MacGyver Challenge. 17 teams competed, with Sterlington, Neville Jr High 
and Cedar Creek teams taking top honors. So proud of our trailblazing students for 
taking advantage of this exciting opportunity and making Louisiana shine!!

The SCILS team was proud to support the recent Louisiana Tech University Science Olympiad 
Invitational Tournament. While members of the team were on hand to administer different tests 
and monitor competitions in support of Tournament Director Chris Campbell, two SCILS 
partners were there to compete! Congratulations to A. E. Phillips Laboratory School and Cedar 
Creek School for their outstanding performances. Cedar Creek finished second overall with a 
host of 1st, 2nd and 3rd place medals awarded. AEP also had a great day, earning medals in 
nearly all the events entered, with its two teams capturing both 3rd and 4th place overall. 

https://lsta.info/

