
April 2024                                                 LSTA NEWSLETTER

Louisiana science educators dedicated to the advancement of scientific literacy 
at all levels, and encouraging lifelong learning.

What's In This Month's Issue:
● President’s message…………  Page 2
● Professional Development Opportunities and Resources……Pages 3-26 

LSTA BOARD AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

1



LOUISIANA SCIENCE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                 https://lsta.info/

2

Members of Louisiana Science Teachers Association, 

I hope you all had a wonderful Easter holiday and spring break. With the start of spring our 
weather has been beautiful lately. My favorite season, hands down is crawfish season! Enjoy the 
sunshine and spend time outdoors while the temperature is just right. 

Speaking of the sun, the total solar eclipse occurs on Monday, April 8th. While here in Louisiana 
we will only see a partial eclipse, this is still an excellent opportunity to enjoy and appreciate this 
rare celestial event. NSTA and NASA have many resources available for you to check out. Take 
the time to visit these sites to gather more information about safety and activities to engage 
your students in on this special day. 

The beginning April signals that state testing is upon us. Good luck to all those who are about to 
embark on their standardized testing journey. This can be a very stressful time of year, always 
remember that you make a difference every day with your students and one week of testing 
does not define all of your hard work this school year. We appreciate all you do! 

Just a reminder, the LASER will take a break from featuring our Regional News Reports. Our 
newsletter will continue to be delivered to your inbox; however, it will only be featuring the 
Professional Development Opportunities and Resources. Please keep an eye out for these 
monthly updates as they feature several events statewide that will allow you to continue 
supporting our science education community. In addition to this, we will be taking a break from 
our monthly coffee talks. These will begin again in August and dates will be released this 
summer. 

The summer will bring many professional development opportunities including the Louisiana 
Department of Education’s Teacher Leader Summit, which will take place May 28-30th in New 
Orleans. There will be several science sessions featuring some of the LSTA board members on 
topics such as HQIM embedded curriculum and summative assessments, K-2 Sensemaking, 
QSM grant writing and more. Also, LSTA will have an exhibitor table with LATM at the summit, 
and we would love for any attendees to stop by. We hope to see you all there! 

Another excellent professional development opportunity coming to New Orleans is the NSTA 
National Conference, which will be held November 6-9, 2024 at the New Orleans Ernest N. 
Morial Convention Center. The call for reviewers and proposals has opened. Page 3 of this 
newsletter contains links and more information or check out the NSTA site to learn more. We 
would love for you to join us at this amazing event. 

https://lsta.info/
https://www.nsta.org/eclipse
https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/2024-teacher-leader-summit/teacher-leader-summit-2024-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=f5e56118_8
https://www.nsta.org/national-conference-science-education-new-orleans-2024
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NSTA is headed to New Orleans, infusing its fall national conference with the city's 
unique energy and culture. Join us for an unforgettable experience where professional 
growth meets the soulfulness of the Big Easy. Click on the button below to register! 

Also, consider applying to become a reviewer. Applications have just opened. Reviewers 
are integral to the creation, quality, and integrity of the educational content offered at 
the NSTA Conference. NSTA values its volunteers Interested candidates must apply to 
be a reviewer and complete a questionnaire that will guide the proposals that they will 
be assigned. Want to learn more? Click on the photo below to find out more 
information about the application process. 

                 

The portal for proposal submission is open! The National Science Teaching Association 
(NSTA) invites you to submit a proposal for educator sessions at the 2024 National 
Conference on Science Education in New Orleans, LA. If you've been working on 
something that reflects the best thinking in our field, now is the time to submit your 
proposal and share it with the community in New Orleans in November 2024.Click on 
the photo below to find out more information about the submission process. 

                  

https://lsta.info/
https://www.nsta.org/conference/reviewers
https://my.nsta.org/event/2024NEW?_gl=1*14drj4g*_ga*MTk4ODExMjYwMC4xNzExNzI4MDU0*_ga_FT5S2XN5CQ*MTcxMTk5NDUyMi41LjEuMTcxMTk5NDg4OS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.nsta.org/conference/proposals
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https://lsta.info/
https://lsupathways.org
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https://lsta.info/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/for-teachers
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https://lsta.info/
https://shop.robonation.org/products/april-13-region-4-lastem-dsec-seaperch-educator-training
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June 3-7, Light Interference: LIGO exploring the universe w/ LA-STEM 

July 8-12, Project MISE w/ SUBR (week in the summer, year-long follow-up)

July 15-19, Forces, Motion & Energy in LIGO w/ GNO-STEM

- Targeted at MS and HS science teachers
- Provides stipends and priority field trip booking

Films and Lesson Plans from Chemistry Shorts The Chemistry Shorts™ film 
series spotlights the positive impact of chemistry on modern life as 
scientists work to solve important problems and create new opportunities 
that benefit humanity. Learn more about Chemistry Shorts and see all of the 
films, lesson plans, and experiments in this series. “Frosty Formulations” 
dives into the exciting chemistry behind one of the world’s favorite desserts: 
ice cream! “Driving Reactions” features a “plastic eating enzyme” that 
harnesses nature’s own innovations to solve problems. “Untapped 
Potential” explores the growing challenge we face in providing sustainable 
fresh water supplies to our communities.

NSTA Safety Blog Commentary by Dr. Ken Roy, NSTA Chief Safety 
Compliance Consultant: "Studies Indicate Safety Must Be A Greater 
Priority in STEM and CTE Instructional Spaces" - The National Science 
Teaching Association's (NSTA) March Safety Blog by Dr. Ken Roy examines 
the most critical safety issues recently reported by STEM educators and 
discusses how school districts can work to address these concerns in 
alignment with legal safety standards and better professional practices. A 
short read and very helpful resource for school teachers, administrators, 
supervisors, school districts and state science/STEM supervisors facing 
issues with common safety concerns such as large class sizes, lack of safety 
training/PPE/engineering controls, and other issues. 

https://lsta.info/
https://www.ligo.caltech.edu/LA/page/upcoming-workshops
https://chemistryshorts.org
https://www.nsta.org/blog/studies-indicate-safety-must-be-greater-priority-stem-and-cte-instructional-spaces
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Tulane University Center for K-12 STEM Education

Upcoming Events:

● Saturday, April 13th - Boys at Tulane in STEM (BATS)
○ Grades 3-8 teachers can attend BATS for free! You experience three 

hands-on workshops, discuss how to implement the activities and aligned 
standards into their classrooms, and receive supplies to bring the activities 
back to your school! $100 STIPEND also PROVIDED!! 

○ If you would like to bring a group (from a school, girl/boy scout troop, etc.), 
please email k12stem@tulane.edu.

June Workshop Opportunities: 

● June 11-12: Explore Coding and Robotics with LEGO® Spike Prime Essential - 
Grades 1st-4th
○ Day 1 is in-person at Tulane's Uptown Campus and Day 2 Virtual!
○ 2 Options: 9-hour PD will be for rookie coaches who want to learn more 

about FIRST LEGO League Explore, whereas the 6-hour PD (Day 1 only) is 
for teachers who want to learn how to use Spike Prime Essential but have 
coached a FIRST LEGO League Explore team before.
■ Teachers will receive a $100 (6 hours) or $150 (9 hours) stipend upon 

completion of the PD.
● June 24-25th: Exploring Coastal Deltaic Issues in the Mississippi Gulf Region

○ This 3-day workshop will consist of 2 days at Tulane's campus and 1 day at 
LSU's Center for River Studies. Transportation will be offered to each 
campus.

○ Upon completion, teachers will receive a $300 stipend and materials to take 
back to their schools that align with Louisiana's science teaching standards 
to engage their students on the impacts this problem poses on natural 
resources and resource management in the region.

https://lsta.info/
https://tulane.box.com/s/93si0igznb01psrio9f0d1xmg56lossp
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Exploring the Deep Ocean with NOAA
Professional Development for Educators of Grades 6-12
Educators of grades 6-12 are invited to join a NOAA Ocean Exploration facilitator and 
our Education Alliance Partners for a full-day, in-person professional development 
workshop. Together we’ll dive into the diverse reasons for why it is important to explore 
the ocean and the variety of tools and technologies that drive how we conduct 
expeditions in some of the most remote places on the planet.

This fun-filled, full-day workshop will include:

● A brief introduction to NOAA Ocean Exploration and why and how we explore the 
ocean;

● Several lessons and hands-on activities that support current science standards and 
classroom pedagogy to bring the excitement and mystery of deep-sea exploration 
alive for students;

● Reflection and discussion with peer educators about how to implement these 
materials in the classroom; and

● A guided tour of additional free, online ocean education resources available from 
NOAA Ocean Exploration and the Deep Ocean Education Project website

Registration is required and space is limited. Registered educators will receive a 
collection of classroom-ready resources to continue exploring the deep ocean with 
NOAA in their classrooms that includes student investigations, videos, fact sheets, and 
more. Additionally, educators that attend the full day, in-person workshop will receive a 
NOAA Ocean Exploration Certificate of Participation, and a $100 stipend. *This 
professional development workshop is an updated version of previous Exploring the 
Deep Ocean with NOAA, Why Do We Explore, and How Do We Explore workshops.

This NOAA Ocean Exploration professional development for educators is offered in 
partnership with Education Alliance Partners and the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation. Register today for a workshop at the Alliance Partner location nearest you!

https://lsta.info/
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/alliances/welcome.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/development/current-pd.html
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https://lsta.info/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8U4dFn5-17a93piPF0HqrCbgLQBjsYcGXsJ9Ii8bDXRms6A/viewform
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STEM Library Lab is inviting K-12 educators to apply for noncompetitive service 
learning grant awards. Service learning connects classroom learning and 
community service, offering numerous benefits for students and communities 
alike. The Service Learning Program can provide funding to cover expenses such 
as transportation, classroom materials, and needed to complete the project. A few 
benefits of service learning include:

· Exposure to professions and industries that may be unfamiliar to students.
· Fostering critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills.
· Hands-on experiences that enhance student understanding of complex 
concepts.

Applications for the 2024-2025 school year are being accepted through April 26, 
2024. Schools can apply via the STEM Library Lab website.Eight Ready-to-Go (or 
pre-packaged) projects are available to Greater New Orleans area schools for the 
2024-25 school year. For anyone excited to apply, but in need of support 
completing the grant application or selecting a quality project, we’re here to help! 
We highly recommend that interested teachers attend a service learning workshop 
and 1-on-1 coaching is available upon request.

Please contact Maria Landrum at 504-517-3584, ext. 3 or 
maria@stemlibrarylab.org with any questions. 

Careers for Engineers
New from EiE, Museum of Science, check out Careers for 
Engineers, an online experience for kids to explore STEM 
careers. Designed for students ages 7-12, Careers for 
Engineers offers a personality-style quiz that shows kids 
how their interests connect to a career in an engineering 
field. After taking the quiz, children are presented with 
fun, colorful infographics packed with key facts about their 
engineer career match. Each infographic also includes 
links to other EiE and Museum of Science resources. 
Parents, caregivers, and educators can skip the quiz and 
download all five infographics directly. All resources 
(webpage, quiz and infographics) are available in both 
English and Spanish. Try it for yourself and share with a 
friend! What kind of engineer are you?

https://lsta.info/
http://stemlibrarylab.org/slp
http://stemlibrarylab.org/slp
https://massscienceteach.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=DrqnwUrG5hAZJWITlC%2bOE838j3wXCEcIWo%2f5hprMrZnN13P0gbHgyZweLUWwzyFBEzODP140Lbqc8qs7x7i7q54j9j5SH2cytDezfI%2fOLeg%3d
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https://lsta.info/
https://stemlibrarylab.org/slp/
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Wetlands Discovery Center Swamp Camp Scheduled for June
The South Louisiana Wetlands Discovery Center will hold its annual swamp camp from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 3-7, 2024 and June 10-14, 2024 for campers grades 4 to 7.
“Our camps will educate students on the basics of Louisiana’s wetlands and the 
importance of the coast’s industries using daily field trips and activities,” said Wetlands 
Discovery Center Program Director Samantha Hicks. “Field trip destinations include: 
swamp tours, crabbing, Greenwood Alligator Farm tour,  and more!”

Camp activities will include lessons in native plant use, land subsidence, water quality, 
fish anatomy and estuary management to encourage students to preserve our coast. In 
addition to lessons focused on coastal wetlands, the camps will also educate students 
on the oil and gas, fishing, and agriculture industries that support the economy of 
Southern Louisiana.

Camp tuition is $175 per week and includes ALL field trip costs.  There is NO 
REGISTRATION FEE! Only 25 students will be accepted per week. For more 
information about the camp or to print a registration form, please visit www.slwdc.org 
or email shicks@slwdc.org.

https://lsta.info/
http://www.slwdc.org/
https://slwdc.org/programs/summer-camps-2/
https://slwdc.org/programs/summer-camps-2/
https://slwdc.org/programs/summer-camps-2/
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LDWF Fisheries Outreach & Education

Workshops
● Volunteer Instructor Program (VIP): multiple dates 

available
○ April 4 in New Orleans
○ April 11 in Hammond
○ April 16 in Pineville
○ June 6 in Lake Charles

● WETshop: July 14-19 in Grand Isle

● Native Fish in the Classroom (NFC): applications 
due by 6/30; new teacher orientation in August

Resources
● Activity Books

○ 3 books geared towards K-6 grades about 
aquatic education; teachers can host an 
aquatic clinic upon completion of the books

          
● Outreach Request Form

○ We are happy to assist you in your classroom, 
on school grounds, or in local community parks 
with various aquatic ed activities

https://lsta.info/
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Edible Schoolyard: Interdependence in the 
Garden Ecosystem In this 12-lesson series from 
The Edible Schoolyard Project, students explore 
ecological concepts through hands-on garden 
engagement. They apply basic organic farming 
practices in their garden classrooms and 
conduct observations and analyze data to 
better understand how the garden functions as 
an ecosystem. 

OurEcho challenge
The OurEcho Challenge is a STEM competition that empowers young changemakers to 
take a closer look at biodiversity in their communities. Young leaders will first identify 
threats to local ecosystems and then propose solutions to help preserve, protect, or 
restore those natural resources directly taking action toward United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals 14 and/or 15. This year, EarthEcho is excited to open the OurEcho 
Challenge STEM competition to youth leaders in the US, ages 13-16.  Up to ten finalist 
teams will advance for a chance to win top prizes of $1,000, $2,500, and $5,000! 

NEW THIS YEAR: youth can submit their project entries without an adult mentor or 
teacher. However, we do encourage youth-led teams to work with an adult mentor or 
teacher at a local organization or school as the grant prizes will not be awarded to the 
students directly, but rather to support the project through their supporting organization 
or school. Full details can be found here.

US Deadline: April 26, 2024 at 11:59 PM ET/ 10:59 PM CT/ 9:59 PM MT /8:59 PM PT/ 
5:59 PM HT.

If you have any questions, please contact EarthEcho’s Associate Director of Programs, 
Kasey Gaylord-Opalewski at kasey@earthecho.org or +1 941-685-9274. Thank you for 
your support!

https://lsta.info/
https://edibleschoolyard.org/progression/interdependence-garden-ecosystem
https://www.earthecho.org/ourecho-challenge
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https://lsta.info/
https://www.nsta.org/national-conference-science-education-new-orleans-2024

