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LOUISIANA SCIENCE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

Louisiana science educators dedicated to the advancement of scientific literacy at all levels;

encouraging lifelong learning.
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Presidei Q&4 aS&aal 3S ToMRY {KlIyy2y [

Wow!! The school year is flying by and the NSTA Regional New
Orleans Conference is almost here. If you have not registered, it is
not too late! Please visit this website link to register, book a hotel
room, and browse the preliminary schedule of events -
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/2011new/?lid=tnavhp. The
conference will begin with concurrent sessions on Thursday,
November 10, at 8:00 AM and end on Saturday, November 12, at
12:00 PM. Come join LSTA as we recognize our travel grant and
outstanding teacher award winners during our awards social
Friday, November 11, from 5:30 PM-7:00 PM at the Ernest Morial
Convention Center. You may pick up your award reception ticket
and CLU certificate from the LSTA table located next to the NSTA
registration tables in the Convention Center.

Donét mi s s out on the following free professio
opportunities! NSTA will be providing free workshops to Louisiana

teachers on Saturday, November 12, following the last conference session. Whether you are an
elementary or high school teacher, they have a workshop especially for you. Register online at:
www.nsta.org/pdfs/2011PDL.pdf NASA will also provide a free workshop
http://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/INSTA NOLA.html

This year the conference is also providing a FREE Science Matters Community Event for students

and their families. Saturday November 12" from 8:30 AM i 11AM in Hall A of the Morial Convention
Center dozens of science activity tables will welcome students of all ages and provide an opportunity

to explore science in a variety of ways. This community day allows our informal education partners a

way to showcase their programs. Some of those who have registered to participate are the Louisiana
Childrends Museum, BTNEP, L I G GRort. Behseare tG pin the féstvities e r
and bring family and friends.

As of September, 20 states have been chosen as i
standards. The science and engineering standards will be developed based on the newly published,

A Framework for K-12 Science Education. Drafts are expected to be released at least twice for public
feedback during the standards development process with completion by the end of 2012. For more
information, visit www.nextgenscience.org. We will continue to provide information on the standards
development.

Shawnove Jogont
Secieliec=
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Eye on Our Future

2011 NSTA Conference Update

Countdown to the 2011 NSTA New Orleans Area Conference on Science Education Science: Eye on our
Future continues. Mark your calendar and make plans to join your colleagues in New Orleans, November 10-
12, 2011, for the NSTA Regional Conference Science: Eye on Our Future.

The conference will bring thousands of science educators together for top-notch professional development
(PD). At every level, discipline, and grade band, teachers can build their skills and content knowledge, learn
strategies to improve classroom performance, test their minds with new ideas, and network with peers and PD
experts from across the country. Historically, the favorite activity of past attendees has been visiting the Exhibit
Hall, where vendors share new products and great giveaways. Some of the noted presenters and workshops
will include:

e Keynote Speaker:Ted Danson,My Ocean Story, Actor, Activist, and Authorof Oc eana: Our
Endangered Oceans and What We Can Do to Save Them

e Featured Presentation: Applying STEM Education: Restoring the Wounded Soldier Through
Neuroscience, Engineering, and Imagination Col. Geoffrey Ling (Program Manager, Defense Sciences
Office, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency)

o Featured Presentation: Cool Computer Activities for Science and Social Studies, Tammy Worcester
(Instructional Technology Specialist)

¢ Redesigning the Laboratory Investigation: Integrating Inquiry into

Chemistry, High School \1““““
e Using Taste and Smell to Teach Cell Basics, High-College N
e A Different Look at an Old Model: Modeling the Spectrum, Middle-High OUR
School wWledddalw

e Technology and the Interactive Notebook, Elem-High
e STEM in Actiond I'm Ready for the Real World! Middle-High/Supervisory

‘IJ‘I..:[!:I::}‘I N’; i-l\i
e Scale the Universed How big is big? How small is small? Middle-High

¢ Building Environmental Values and Good Global Citizenship, PreSchool-Middle

e Linking Science, Math, and Art Instruction, Elem-Middle

e Electrify Your Elementary Science Lessonsd learn about energy, inquiry, and science process skills

e A Framework and Tools to Make Tough Grades 3i 5 Science Topics Approachable, Elem/Supervisory
e Field trip: Hermann-Grima/Gallier Historic Houses: Adventures in Archaeology for Educators (ticketed)

e Fieldtrip:Br i nging Nature, Technology, and Students
(ticketed)

This exceptional professional development getaway offers the opportunity to expand your teaching skills, add
to your content knowledge, learn new strategies and techniques and build science literacy in your classrooms.
For teachers in every discipline, at every stage in your career, we invite you to attend.

-4-
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Whether you have a little or a lot of time to spare, your services are needed for the NSTA Area Conference in
New Orleans. To volunteer for the conference, contact Jan Graff at jlgraff@bellsouth.net.

We 6| | continue to provide you with conference update

Below is a list of guest speakers.

HTIIR F
ey

NSTA Conference: Guest Speakers

Ted Danson
(Keynote Speaker)

Actor, Activist, and Author
of Oceana: Our
Endangered Oceans and
What We Can Do to Save
Them

General Session

Thursday, November 10
9:3071 10:45 AM
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Col. Geoffrey Ling
MD, Ph.D., Program Manager, Defense Sciences Office,
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)

Featured Presentation: Applying STEM Education: Restoring
the Wounded Soldier Through Neuroscience, Engineering, and
Imagination

Strand: Crafting a College-ready Career STEM Workforce for
the Future

Thursday, November 10
2:0071 3:00 PM

Tammy Worcester
Instructional Technology Specialist, ESSDACK

Featured Presentation: Cool Computer
Activities for Science and Social Studies

Strand: Leveraging Multidimensional
Resources to Enhance 21%-Century Learning

Friday, November 11
9:3071 10:30 AM

Ken Wesson
Educational Consultant: Neuroscience, Delta Education/School
Specialty Science

Featured Presentation: All Eyes on Brain-STEM: Merging
Brain Research and STEM Education to Reach All Students

Strand: Sustaining Science Success for All Students

Friday, November 11
2:0071 3:00 PM

-6-



LASEF| October2011

Louisiana Science Teach@&ssociation Newslettemww.Ista.infg

Customized Professional Development for Louisiana Scie

Teachers at the NSTA Regional Conference

Come join Louisiana science educators and administrators on Saturday, November 12, 2011 from 12:45 PM
to 4:30 PM for a customized professional development experience designed specifically to support the
teaching and learning of the Louisiana Science Standards.

Developing Visual Literacy: in Science K-8

Authors and educators Jo Anne Vasquez, Michael Comer, and Frankie Troutman have
assembled for teachers a thorough overview of this timely topic in their new NSTA Press book
Developing Visual Literacy in Science, Ki 8. In this session, Jo Ann Vasquez, past president of
NSTA, will introduce teachers to strategies that will assist students with interpreting scientific
illustrations and graphs. In addition, Jo Anne will demonstrate how teachers can coach
students in order to have them create their own visual representations of scientific information
in posters or foldables. This hands-on experience will offer teachers numerous tips and
strategies for helping students build their visual literacy skills.

Picture-Perfect Science Lessons UsingChi | drenés Booksyto Guide |

Aut hor and classroom veteran Emily Morgan
she will share a model that integrates science and reading in a meaningful way to help teach
both subjects at once. In this session, elementary teachers will learn strategies for linking
science and reading, participate in classroom-ready model lessons, and explore a variety of
high-quality science-related picture books. Morgan is the co-author of NSTA's award-winning
Picture-Perfect Science series as well as the "Teaching through Trade Books" column from
NSTA's elementary journal Science & Children.

The NSTA Learning Center Free PD Resources and Opportunities for Teachers

This session is facilitated by a skilled team of experts which will include Mr. Flavio Mendez,

Senior Director of the NSTA Learning Center. This session will offer participants an
opportunity to use laptop computers to explore and interact with the multitude of resources in

i the NSTA Learning Center. This experience will support their professional growth and
development as instructors of science content as well as support the teaching and learning of

the Louisiana State Science Standards.

*Please bring your laptop to the session*

regtl

Attendees will

*Information about a high school workshop Saturday, November 12" will be MRS

. : -An NSTA Certificate
available soon! -2 Free SciPaks

-2 Free Web
Click on www.nsta.org/pdfs/2011PDL.pdf to access the customized conference Seminars

-CEU from the LSDE

registration form. Please complete the registration form and fax or mail both the _NSTA Press Book

registration and payment by October 21, 2011 to the address and fax number on
the registration form. If you have any questions regarding the conference
registration please contact Tiffany McCoy at 703-312-9274 or via e-mail at tmccoy@nsta.org.

-7-
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Science Matters Community Event

Science Matters Community Event

e Saturday, November 12, 8:3071 11 a.m.
e Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in Exhibit Hall A
FREE Science Activities, Demonstrations, Prizes, and More!

Learn more at www.nsta.org/sciencematters

SCIENCE S aMatters

National Science Teachers Association
i\

LSTAAwards Thredravel Grarg

Each year LSTA awards up to 10 travel grants to offset the expense of attending its annual
professional devel opment . Because Louisiana 1is
NSTA Area Conference in New Orle a n s , this yearbés travel grant w
NSTA Conference. The money can be applied to conference registration, lodging, meals, parking, or
travel.

LSTA is pleased to announce this yearbds travel g

e Jesse Fallis
Donnie Bickham Middle School
Shreveport, LA

e LeslieJones
Walnut Hill Elementary/Middle School
Shreveport, LA

e Elizabeth Vance
Cope Middle School
Bossier City, LA
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News from the LA Department of Education

Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Core Ideas

A report released by the National Research Council presents a new framework for K-12 science
education that identifies the key scientific ideas and practices all students should learn by the end of

high school. The Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Core

Ideas found at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?Record id=13165 will serve as the foundation for

new K-12 science education standards, to replace those issued more than a decade ago. The
committee that wrote the report sees the need for significant improvements in how science is taught

in the U.S. The framework highlights the power of integrating understanding the ideas of
science with engagement in the practices of science and engineering. It is designed to build
studentsod proficiency and appreciation for sciel
progression research findings.

The framework is only the first step in the development of new K-12 science education
standards. The framework lays out the broad ideas and practices students should learn and will
serve as the basis for specific standards, which are being developed in a process led by a group of
states and coordinated by the nonprofit educational organization Achieve Inc.

The dimensions used for organizing the framework include:
1. Scientific and Engineering Practices,
2. Crosscutting Concepts, and
3. Disciplinary Core Ideas.

A focus on practices avoids the mistaken impression that there is one distinctive approach to all
scienceia Ascientific method. o

The framework specifies core ideas in four disciplinary areas (domains):

life sciences;

physical sciences;

earth and space sciences; and

engineering, technology, and the applications of science; that all students should understand
by the time they finish high school.

rwnhE

The framework emphasizes the need to integrate scientific practices, engineering design, and
environmental concepts (due to relevancy) across the four disciplinary areas listed above.

When the standards are finished, states may voluntarily adopt them to guide science education in
their public schools.

Ann Wilson
Science Program Coordinator for LDOE


http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?Record_id=13165
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STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

Education in Action

DUNCAN ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR GREEN RIBBON SCHOOLS AWARD

Program Will Honor Schools for Excellence in Environmental Education, Sustainable Facilities and
Healthy Practices

The U.S. Department of Education is pleased to announce the pilot year of Green Ribbon Schools. Please
see a special announcement from Secretary Duncan and information including award criteria, eligibility
and assistance to nominating authorities.

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan today invited states to take part in the inaugural year of the Green Ribbon
Schools program, which will recognize schools for reducing environmental impact on their communities,
promoting healthy school environments for their own students and staff, and offering high-quality
environmental education.

The award aims to encourage energy and resource conservation measures that can lead to cost savings and
job creation; environmental and behavioral changes to promote health and productivity among students, staff
and other occupants; and the use of environmental and sustainabilty educat i on t o supp
preparedness for some of the nationbds fastest growi ng¢

In a video message featured on the Department of
Educati onos bl og, Duncan
encourage al | of our na
communities to work towards a future where
school facilities have no adverse environmental

i mpact, have a positive ef
and enable students to become environmentally
literate citizens who are well prepared for the 21%
century economy. 0

The Department plans to provide a nominee submission deadline in early 2012 and announce the first Green
Ribbon Schools before the end of the 2011-2012 school year. More information on Green Ribbon Schools can
be found at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/ Additional questions can be addressed to:
green.ribbon.schools@ed.gov.

EPA Showcases Educational Website on Climate Change for Middle School
Students

The U. S. Environment al Protection Agency (EPA) Il aunc
Gl obal Cli mate Changeod8"deaderd aboeduEatthgs6climate
result of burning fossil fuels and other human activities.

The site, launched in April of this year, provides students and educators with content on the science of climate
change, how it affects society and ecosystems, and information about solutions to the climate change problem.
The information is presented in a variety of compelling formats including video, animations, interactive
graphics, and fAexpeditionsd where students can expl or

-10-


https://webmail.tpsd.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click%26enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTEwOTI5LjMxNTg0NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTEwOTI5LjMxNTg0NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjc3MDc2NTI0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVhbi5tYXktYnJldHRAbGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZWFuLm1heS1icmV0dEBsYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==%26%26%26102%26%26%26http://www.ed.gov/blog/2011/09/final-plans-announced-for-green-ribbon-schools/
https://webmail.tpsd.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click%26enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTEwOTI5LjMxNTg0NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTEwOTI5LjMxNTg0NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjc3MDc2NTI0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVhbi5tYXktYnJldHRAbGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZWFuLm1heS1icmV0dEBsYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==%26%26%26102%26%26%26http://www.ed.gov/blog/2011/09/final-plans-announced-for-green-ribbon-schools/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/
mailto:green.ribbon.schools@ed.gov

LASEI1 October2011

Louisiana Science Teach@&ssociation Newslettemww.Ista.infg

the world. This new web resource can be used by teachers, and informal educators to develop class activities
and homework.

The site covers the Climate Literacy Principles developed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and the science content on references key peer reviewed climate assessment reports and was
reviewed for scientific accuracy by climate experts at EPA.

To view the site: http://epa.gov/climatechange/students/.

2011 - International Year of Chemistry

The International Year of Chemistry 2011 (IYC 2011) is a worldwide
celebration of the achievements of chemistry and its contributions to the well-
being of humanki nd. Un G@hemistrychoar lilenouf yi ng
future, 0 | YC ik offerla range of interactive, entertaining, and
educational activities for all ages. The Year of Chemistry is intended to reach
across the globe, with opportunities for public participation at the local, :
regional, and national level. Learn more at: http://www.chemistry2011.org/. International Year of

To celebrate this event, the LASER is including various chemistry items in CHEMISTRY
each issue this year. 2 011

Theme: ACHW®OmirstHeyw!l t h, Our Future!o
October 16-22, 2011

5t

ﬁ@r Chemistryisever ywhere and is important to our he
O\ Q',_) make us well, to the hygiene products that keep us clean, and even the vitamins and

Q X, minerals that supplement our diets. Chemistry is involved in maintaining our health and
,;;;.‘@@h future. Thi s year s theme explores these conce|
7 ¢ highlight many achievements in the health field where the transforming power of
National ( chemistry is displayed.

(hm"q",-‘ ‘ K-12 Contest: The Nati onal Il lustrated Poem Cont

UMl Chemistry?0 The illustrated poems relate

people might not normally think is related to chemistry.

A

Join in the celebration of NCW 2011! Visit www.acs.org/ncw for more information.

National Mole Day

Celebrated annually on October 23, from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m., Mole Day
honors Avogadro's Number (6.02 x 10%). Schools around the world celebrate
Mole Day with various activities related to chemistry.

Visit the following sitetohelpput t he magni tude of Avog mber |
perspective: http://www.ed.mtu.edu/esmis/id61.htm

-11-
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Chemistry Now Video Series

Weekly online video series uncovers and explains the science of
common physical objects.

Continuing the celebration of the International Year of Chemistry, the Ch s o
National Science Foundation (NSF), in partnership with NBC Learn, is emlStry

launching the second installment of "Chemistry Now," a weekly series ; : w
of online video content that uncovers and explains the science of
common physical objects and the changes they undergo every day. &l2NBC I

The series also looks at the lives and work of scientists on the frontiers LEARN ,,,}

of 21st century chemistry. "Chemistry Now" consists of 32 learning

packages that aim to break down the chemistry behind things such as cheeseburgers, chocolate or plastics
and soap--the subject of September's first learning package.

Mystery Molecule
Study the molecular model at right. What is it? The answer will be revealed in
December 6s LASERIe of 't he

R _#

i
« '““% ®

Answer to Augustb6s My<dsPtopang Mol ecul e (1l eft):

Periodic Pumpkins

Clarkson University& student chapter of the American Chemical Society, along with the physics club and the theater
club hosted the carving of t h eartbfiapastiNatidnpl Ememistrg Week.t abl e of

4 W
M‘q ‘AC NGO F‘
v Er» Ff 'ﬂ (s G C As)( B K-

»T
2c o MeTe © b B S 4)(
(s 324: m'%ﬂw ke © ll“J { Al \? 2 Py
r Rode : B ‘
Ccm O.\‘zc\ S' UP' va\ P“g A“r. L b Bj“

Find more interesting and historic periodic tables at Chemogenesis web book (probably the most
comprehensive list of periodic tables).

-12-
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Regional News

E Region | E

Currently no news, but please contact your regional representative, Alice Chivleatto at
alice.chivleatto@jppss.k12.la.us to share your region one news.

E Region Il E

Happy Fall! I hope you have settled into an exciting and productive school year and are planning on attending
the Regional National Science Teachers Convention in New Orleans in November. This will be my last
newsletter as your Region 2 representative. | have been inspired by the many exciting things | have learned on
my journey as your representative and the many things you have done to bring science alive for your students.
Thank you for the honor of representing you these last four years.

On Saturday, Sept. 24, many local girls from East Baton
Rouge Parish and others were inspired to explore the
exciting worl d of science
Science Festival.

Presented by ExxonMobil, the festival for fifth to
eighth grade girls featured hands-on workshops, guest
speakers, and a street fair complete with food, booths and
music. In attendance were hundreds of parents, teachers,
girls, and their family members. Former NASA astronaut
Wendy Lawrence made an appearance to talk about her
path to a thrilling career in science and her four journeys to
space.
The
purpose
of the festival was to inspire girls to follow a STEM-related
career path. The excitement was evident in the faces of the
many girls and their families who attended this special event.

St. Tammany Parish schools have recently put into place the
Legacy School Garden project, a collaborative effort of the
St. Tammany Public School System, Master Gardeners of
the LSU Ag Center, the Boy Scouts, PTA groups, and Jinx
Vidrinebs Legacy School Gar
currently taking part with ten different pilot garden projects.
The Legacy School Garden project provides organic soil,
vegetable seeds and seedlings, a garden hose and sprinkler,
and enough mulch for a four foot by four foot garden area. It
includes garden curriculum resources so teachers can provide students with appropriate lessons on gardening
and related subjects.

N,
- e P N

-13-
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The gardens wil/l be used as an fAout dsoience, ncathdanguage arte) o

social studies, art, geography, as well as sustainability. Under the direction of Christy Paulsell, Science
Elementary Curriculum Specialist, pilot school projects have been launched at Lyon Elementary, Bayou Woods
Elementary, Cypress Cove Elementary, Mandeville Elementary, Abita Springs Elementary, Chahta-Ima
Elementary, and Lee Road Junior High.

A group of St. Tammany Parish teachers recently engaged over 400 citizens in Mandeville with hands-on

environmental activitesatMandevi |l | eds 6t h Annual Wddndistsch.eStarifgehsit i v

environmental knowledge were Felicia Sollberger, Christy Paulsell, Rhonda Estes, Sheila Nolinske, Tara
Conner, Nancy Lawson, Connie Marciante and Jan Mistich. Children and their parents were able to see
real birds of prey, learn about butterfly gardening, view mosquito larvae, view animal pelts, skulls, scat, and
prints, fish in Lake Pontchartrain and learn about the effects of pollution on aquatic organisms. In addition, they
learned about groundwater and surface water, drinking water and wastewater, the water cycle, and many other
environmental topics.

Right and below: Central
teachers who attended the
summer Sally Ride Science
(SRS) Institute recently offered
two redeliveries to introduce
MSP teachers and school
colleagues to the SRS career
books and related activities.

Looking forward to seeing many
of you in November!

. P

If you have any news you would like to share with other LSTA members, please send your news to
Janiece.Mistich@stpsb.org. Wishing you all a very rewarding 2011-2012 school year!

14
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E Region Il E

Michelle Morvant the 2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching winner and Anna Cole
2011 State Finalist in Science was recently recog
Both Michelle and Anna teach in the Lafourche Parish School System. They were accompanied by their
Superintendent, Jo Ann Mathews as well as their Principals, Jimi Encalade and Jimmy Ledet for a recognition
luncheon. Michelle Morvant and Paige Falcon the 2010 Presidential Award Winners for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching shared remarks and experiences from their trip to Washington DC.
Catherine Pozniak from BESE presented certificates to all winners and finalists. What a wonderful celebration!

Children get down and dirty in with coastal restoration. Students from Montegut Middle School and Pointe Aux
Chenes Elementary School partnered with CCA's Building Conservation Habitat Program, in partnership with
Shell Oil Company, Terrebonne Parish Government, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, America's
Wetlands and Entergy to rebuild the coastline in Terrebonne
Parish with a "Floating Islands" Restoration Project. The
project used floating island restoration technology in the form
of an island mat made from recycled plastics. Each mat
contained approximately 60 plants. Students planted two
species of marsh grass in each mat. The mats were
released from the boat launch on Island Road which is the
road that connects Isle de Jean Charles to Pointe Aux
* Chenes. Through this project the students were able to
actively participate in restoring their local coast. A special
. thanks to Shell who involved students in becoming stewards
of their community. The rewards are endless!

| Left: Montegut Middle School students carry out
islandsodo designed by Martin
protect remaining land on Isle de Jean Charles and lIsland
Road.

Share your great experiences with others! Drop me a line at: mahmorv@yahoo.com

E Region IVE

Students at the Opelousas High School Magnet Academy of
Biomedical Sciences are excited about the way their 2011-12
school year has begun. They are participating in world-class
curriculum through Project Lead the Way, their academy is second
to none as a part of the National Academy Foundation and they
love the small learning community experience enhanced by their
very own building!

The OHS Academy of Biomedical Sciences is a place where high
school students from across St. Landry Parish are immersed in
hands-on project based learning. Through Project Lead the Way,
academy students are exposed to a very student centered
curriculum with the teacher acting as a guide to learning. This new approach has been a challenge for the
students the first six weeks but many have adjusted well and embraced the opportunity to conduct research
and facilitate their own learning.
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Students at the Opelousas High School Magnet Academy of Biomedical Sciences use a variety of state of the
art technology to complete their investigations. The academy building has two labs including a brand new wet
lab fully equipped with functioning lab stations. Students also have access to laptop computers, microscopes
along with any other equipment required for the successful completion of their investigations. First year
students are currently researching the systems of the human body and finding connections among those
systems to investigate the cause of a mysterious death. Those students in their second year are investigating
all aspects of the human skeletal system by taking measurements and researching the different skeletal
aspects found in race, sex, age etc.

Project Lead the Way certified Academy teachers, Amanda Jeffers and Sondra Bordelon are excited about
the progress made by the students so far. They both agree that the Academy is a very special experience for
the students and look forward to continuing to foster the small learning community at the Opelousas High
School Magnet Academy of Biomedical Sciences. Any questions about the Academy can be sent to the
A ¢ a d esfiagilibator Amanda Jeffers.

The Beau Chene High Science
Club is very excited to visit
LUMCON in February for 3
days. The students will be going
on a research vessel to take
samples of water, plankton, and
fish.

Tiffany Perry from Palmetto
Elementary and April Stone from
South Street Elementary each
' received a Pet in the Classroom
Grant. The teachers will use the
grant to purchase hamsters,
cages, food, etc. They are
collaborating on a year-long
project to create lessons and
activities that incorporate journaling observations. The students will monitor and chart the hamster's feedings,
sleep patterns, and growth. The teachers will also use Skype to conduct video conferences between the two
classes and have students share updates with their hamsters. The students in both classes will check on the
progress of both hamsters and analyze the collected data. The project consists of cross curriculum activities
that lend to writing and journaling, creating charts from the data collected, and lessons on being responsible.

Hope everyone in region IV is ready for a new wonderful year. Remember to send your region IV news to April
Stone at als0520@slp.k12.la.us.

E Region VE

Once again Mrs. Judy Reeves is on her game. St. Margaret Science Club
participated in the annual Beach sweep in Lake Charles. They were given
two awards one for the most participants and the second for finding the
most unusual item, a whole set of pots and pans. They collected 17 (50
gallon bags) of garbage and 4 (50 gallon) bags of recyclable materials.
They had a total 38 students and parents to clean a 5 mile stretch of water
front area.
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The 8th grade Science Club at St Margaret's is on their way with a new mission, The US Army project
ECYBERMISSION http://www.ecybermission.com/ . Stay tuned for more this year. The 7th grade will be part
of Disney Challenge project. Keeping our environment clean is top priority

South Cameron High students in cooperation with the 4-H Youth Wetlands Program sponsored by Bradley
Pousson, Extension Associate with the LSU Ag Center participated in a service learning activity on a mudflat in
the Mermentau River, September 10, 2011. Students, science teachers and 4-H sponsors, Melisa Bonsal
and Tina Savoie, along with college students working with Mr.
Pousson planted 600 healthy plants of Spartina alterniflora,
commonly known as cord grass. This activity was very fulfilling for
the students; they realized that they are taking a responsible role in
the health their community. The 4-H Youth Wetlands Program has a
planting scheduled for October 27 in the Hackberry community.

If you have any news to share, please email tina_savoie@camsch.org. Have a wonderful summer.
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Students of Al exandria Middle Magnet School 8s Envir
birdhouses. The students will be learning all the necessary woodworking skills from local carpenters to put
together their bird houses. The students will then paint their birdhouses and place them around Alexandria in

the local parks for the community to enjoy.

Rapides Parish School Board is providing hands on Discovery Education training for twenty Parish teachers.
The teachers will learn how to implement the Discovery Ed program and Web 2.0 programs in their classrooms
through a series of four trainings. The School Board is also providing twelve science teachers with Kagean
Training.

Rapides Parish Teachers be sure to check CourseWhere for new professional development opportunities.

As events, field trips, activities, etc. happen in your area please remember to send them to me. If you have
any information please e-mail me at tera.laprarie@rpsb.us. Have a great start to the new school year!

E Region VIIE

Central Park Elementary,
Cope Middle School, and
Benton High School earned
first place trophies at the first
competition of the Regional
Autonomous Robotics Circuit
on September 17, 2011.
Sixty-four teams from
elementary, middle, and high
schools in Bossier, Caddo,
Lincoln, Natchitoches, and
Webster Parishes competed
in the challenge held at the
Bossier Parish Community
College gymnasium.
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Enthusiastic parents and friends cheered on the teams as they participated in one-on-one sumo contests,

which required teams to program an autonomous robot 8 no remote controls 8 to locate, attack, and push its

] ek & ok opponent out of the

sumo ring. Because

F S | teams  were  pitted

| % O¥. against one another
o

based on their robot
~ platform, LEGO® NXT

or boe-bot, elementary
foBOTICS teams were able to flex
) their  skills  against
middle and high schools
' students. The second
competition in the
Regional  Autonomous
Robotics Circuit will be
= held on Saturday,
November 5 at the
Bossier Civic Center. To
learn more about the
Regional Autonomous Robotics Circuit, please visit http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/academic-
outreach/upcoming-competitions/.

- .

Kevin Kingdon from Ridgewood Middle School received a $1,000 KTBS One Class at a Time Grant. Given
bimonthly, the award is designed to directly affect the students' educational learning experience.

Three local teachers received LSTA Travel Grants for the Regional NSTA Convention in New Orleans. They
are Jessie Fallis from Donnie Bickham Middle School, Leslie Jones from Walnut Hill Elementary School, and
Elizabeth Vance from Cope Middle School.

As you have events or recognitions to share, please send your news to sue.ottesen@bossierschools.org.
Pictures are also greatly appreciated.

E Region VIII E

New Tech @ Ruston Director Cathi Cox-Boniol joined Lincoln Parish
Superintendent Danny Bell at the Coordinating and Development
Corporation Awards Luncheon where the NT@R program on the Ruston

Hi gh School campus was named -iRBles | 0
region. NT@R was also tapped as one of three subjects across the = '
country for a documentary ent iBoniol d n

and staff welcomed an international crew for two days of filming for the
one hour feature during the first week of October.

Chris Campbell (Simsboro High School) facilitated a QSM workshop for
Lincoln Parish teachers on the NT@R campus while Sarah Wages (New
Tech @ Ruston and RHS STEM) presented a workshop on rubrics during
the NT@R staff retreat. Wages, a national New Tech Trainer of Trainers,
and Missy Wooley (Ruston High School) joined Cox-Boniol in presenting
at the national New Tech Network Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Wooley, Cox-Boniol and Emile Frey (New Tech @
Ruston and RHS STEM) were part of a special event at
the Cyber Innovation Center where the RHS programs
were highlighted by Senator Mary Landrieu and U.S.
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano. In
addition, Wooley worked with a RHS team at the Cyber
Forensics Camp in Natchitoches, LA, and Frey coached
the RHS Robotics
Team to a 4™ place
finish at the
Regional
Autonomous Sumo
Robotics
; Tournament  held
5 __ — : ~ at Bossier Parish
Community College. His students are now engaged in an integrated
project focused on simple machines, energy, and environmental issues
as the students build rollercoasters from nothing but recyclable
materials.

Cox-Boniol made a site visit to the engineering classes at Lovejoy High
School in north Dallas, Texas, as part of the ongoing NASA Threads
initiative. She and Stacy Thibodeaux (David Thibodaux Career and
Technical High School) are also working on a partnership for the
upcoming year. Congratulations also to Cox-Boniol for being named to
Delta Stylebs fASweet Sixteenota Most I nfluential Women

=

Got Region 8 News? Send it to your regional representative, Lyndsey Ewing at
lyndsey.ewing@mcschools.net.

Are you or your friends not receiving the LASER via email?

If not, the email address on file is probably not current. So make sure you send in the Membership and
Change of Information Form with your current email address. Remember, LASERs are no longer printed and
delivered via ASnail Mail o.

















































