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| hope everyone has enjoyed their school year and are looking
forward to a summer break. This issue is packed with many
professional development opportunities geared to a variety of grade
levels. Take advantage of the numerous workshops that will increase
your science content, skills, and strategies.

Donét forget t o r leagangementsfordhe Nationa k e
Science Teacher Association Regional Conference Science: Eye on
Our Future to be held in New Orleans November 10-12, 2011 at
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/2011new/?lid=tnavhp. If you would

like to volunteer your time for the NSTA Conference in New Orleans
please email your contact information to Jan Graff, Volunteers
Manager at jlgraff@bellsouth.net. Members willing to volunteer will

be entitled to a discounted registration rate.

| want to thank Dr. Brenda Nixon, Jean May-Brett, Paul Johnson, and

Dave Berenhaus from NSTA for making time to work on the schedule for the NSTA New Orleans
Conference. It is the effort of those who volunteer their time to help that will make the 2011 NSTA
area conference another outstanding New Orleans event.

Need money to offset travel costs to attend the NSTA conference in New Orleans? Apply for an
LSTA travel grant. See this issue for travel grant rules and application directions or visit the LSTA
website www.Ista.info. If you know an exceptional science teacher or professor who has made a
difference in science education, please nominate them for an LSTA award. All of the LSTA awards
are featured in this issue. All awardees will be honored at the NSTA Conference in New Orleans
during our LSTA awards social.

Next month Cathi Cox, LSTA Vice-President and | will travel to Baltimore to attend the National
Congress on Science Education and represent LSTA and Louisiana Teachers of Science during
discussions with other state science association leaders. LSTA will hold elections for the 2011-13
board to lead our state association. Please read the information in this issue on the election and
consider nominating a colleague or running yourself to serve in a leadership role.

Hope you have a great summer!

6“”{(’L’VLMM \fa%l: Nt
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Eye on Our Future

2011 NSTA Conference Update

It may be time for the summer break from the classroom, but our countdown to the 2011 NSTA New Orleans
Area Conference on Science Education Science: Eye on our Future continues. Mark your calendar and make
plans to join your colleagues in New Orleans, November 10-12, 2011, for the NSTA Regional Conference
Science: Eye on Our Future.

NST/A LREACONFERENCE

ON SCIENCE EDUCATION
NEW URLEANS. LA
NOVEMBER 10-12 2011

Whether you have a little or a lot of time to spare, your services are needed for the NSTA Area Conference in
New Orleans. To volunteer for the conference, contact Jan Graff at jlgraff@bellsouth.net.

-4-
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We wish to thank the strand leaders and their teams for reviewing and ranking hundreds of proposals.

Crafting a College-ready and Career STEM Workforce for the Future

Leader: Tim Johnson
Readers: Jenny Conklin-Frank

Nathan Cotten

Leveraging Multidimensional Resources to Enhance 21st-Century Learning

Leader: Carolyn Smith

Readers: Angie Beckett
Tammy McCloy
Tami Philyaw

Cathi Cox
Michelle Morvant

Sustaining Science Success for All Students

Leader: Mary Helen Blanchard
Readers: Chris Campbell
Sue Ellen Lyons

No Strand Proposals

Readers: Laurie Ratcliff Abshire
Alice Chivleatto
Claudia Fowler
Mary Legoria
Karen Merritt
Brenda Nixon
Jean Pinney
Katrina Roberson
Gary Stringer
Jeffrey Weaver
Emily Young

Sherri Ferrel
Diane Madden

Charlotte Bihm
Nicole Cotten
Jan Graff
Adrienne Lopez
Patrice Mire
Cynthia Osborne
Kendra Pullen
Susan Rogers
April Stone

Ann Wilson
Lynn Young

Jennifer Williams
Sherry Rankin

Christy Paulsell

Cathie Brister
Lyndsey Ewing
Tisha Hoass
Nell McAnelly
Janice Mistich
Venise Ortego
Breigh Rainey
Tina Savoie
John Trowbridge
Tammy Wood

This work was completed under the watchful eyes of our NSTA colleagues Dave Berenhaus and Linda
Crossley, to whom we owe great thanks.

We 6 | | continue

to provide you

EYER

_\

AREA CONFERENCE
ON SCIENCE EDUCATION
hli”ll]kllﬂ\ﬂl!

(NOVEMBER10-12 2011

wi t h

conference

updat e:
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LSTA Travel Grant Award Information

LSTA is awarding 10 travel grants for $500 each to offset the expense of attending Science: Eye on Our
Future, the 2011 NSTA Area Conference in New Orleans. The money can be used to cover conference
registration, lodging, meals, parking, or travel. Grant applicants will be notified of their status at least one
month prior to the conference. The money will be awarded at the conclusion of the conference. Awardees
must attend the conference through the conclusion of the Saturday program.

Deadline for postmark of grant applications is September 10, 2011. The LSTA Awards Coordinator will
select a committee of science leaders from throughout the state to score the applications. Order of receipt or
geographic location will not necessarily be considered in the awarding of the travel grants.

Qualifications and regulations for grant eligibility are as follows:

1. Applicants must be LSTA members on or before August 1, 2011.
2. Awardees are expected to attend the full conference and take maximum advantage of the sessions.
3 Awardees are expected to use information and skills gained at the conference to improve their
teaching skills and classroom instruction.
4. Awardees are not eligible to reapply for the travel grant for the next three annual LSTA
Conferences.
5. Awardees who decline to attend the 2011 NSTA Area Conference
cannot apply the money to other conferences or transfer it to A an 5
another individual. D\ ',“
6. Awardees who decline to attend the 2011 NSTA Area ‘
Conference and who have not given a minimum notice of two ,
weeks to the LSTA Awards Coordinator are not eligible to "' 0
reapply for the travel grant for the next three annual LSTA
Conferences. V
7. LSTA Officers, Board Members, or Travel Grant Committee
Members are not eligible for the grant.

Applications can be found at the LSTA website: http://Ista.info/awards.php

Applicants will respond to the following in paragraph form. Each reply should be one to two paragraphs in
length. Please submit word processed or typed documents only.

1. Briefly describe your teaching position as a science educator in Louisiana.

2. Briefly describe the value you see in attending the 2011 NSTA Area Conference in New Orleans.
Please identify specific information, skills, or contacts you seek at the conference.

3. Briefly describe any plans you have for disseminating or otherwise sharing with your colleagues the

knowledge gained at the conference.

The original completed grant application and four (4) copies should be postmarked no later than September
10, 2011 and mailed to:

Jan Graff, Awards Coordinator
Louisiana Science Teachers Association
10111 Norris Ferry Road
Shreveport, LA 71106

Questions can be e-mailed to Jan Graff jlgraff@bellsouth.net.
-6-
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LSTA Travel Grant Award Application
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Louisiana Science Teachers Association
Applicant Information
Please type.

Name:

LSTA Membership Address:

LSTA Membership Number:

Home Phone Number: _ ( )

Fax Number: __ ( )

E-mail Address:

School:

School Phone Number: _ ( )

Grade Level(s) Taught:

Subject(s) Taught:

How many years have you been an LSTA member?

How many annual LSTA Conferences have you attended in the last five years?

My signature indicates that | am receiving no duplicate funding for attending the 2011 NSTA Area
Conference in New Orleans.

Applicantdads Signatur e

My signature indicates that | support this applicant and as an expression of partnership, my school or
district will be responsible for covering the cost of any substitutes necessary for this faculty member
to attend the 2011 NSTA Area Conference in New Orleans.

Principal s Signature
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LSTA Needs You!

Call for Nominations for LSTA Board Positions

Do you want to become more involved in LSTA? Do you enjoy sharing your expertise with others? Are you
ready to take the next step? LSTA needs you!

Nominations are open for the next two-year term of office, December 2011-December 2013, for the following
positions:

President
Vice-President
Secretary

Region 1 Representative
Region 2 Representative
Region 3 Representative
Region 4 Representative
Region 5 Representative
Region 6 Representative
Region 7 Representative
Region 8 Representative

Too Joo oo Too Too Too Too Too To T To

The LSTA Board typically meets four Saturdays per year. Duties of officers and regional representatives
include attending board meetings, participating in various board projects, and working at the annual
convention. Regional representatives are expected to serve their regions by informing members about
opportunities in science education and submitting local science news for publication in each issue of the
LASER. Persons applying for the office of LSTA President are required to have previous Board experience.

Nomination packets should include the following:
a statement from the nominee accepting the nomination
A a resume which includes but is not limited to teaching experience, current position, the reason the
nominee is interested in serving as a LSTA officer, what experiences and knowledge the nominee
would bring to the office, and how the nominee envisions the role of LSTA in science education
A amaximum of three letters of support (not to exceed one page each)

Nomination packets should be sent to:

Charlotte Bihm
13427 Highway 182
Bunkie, Louisiana 71322

All nomination packets must be postmarked on or before July 30, 2011. Nominees will receive
acknowledgment of receipt of their nomination. The nominating committee, chaired by Charlotte Bihm, will
select two nominees per office for the final ballot. Ballots will be distributed to active LSTA members in the fall.
Election results will be announced at the 2011 LSTA Awards Event in New Orleans and officers will
immediately assume their positions.

-8
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News from the Louisiana Department of Education

Greetings Science Teachers and Leaders,
Congratulations to you all on improved student scores for this school year! Your hard work is paying off.

Rather than write an article regarding state policies and science education strategies, | am choosing to include
current relevant information on the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers and control structures put in place by
men. Any teacher of Earth or environmental science knows that this is important content for Louisiana
students. The resources that follow helped me improve my background information on current happenings in
Louisiana. | hope that you will find them as useful in understanding issues facing our dynamic state.

What We Have Done to the Mississippi River (An Explainer)

Alexis Madrigal is a senior editor at The Atlantic and the author of this informative article published online in
The Atlantic on 5/19/11. This well written piece includes archived videos made by the Corp of Engineers with
the history of mands at t e mp iththe &lood Gamtror Actlof 1828.dn additiongitr ,
includes many fascinating facts and historical maps. Access the article at
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/05/what-weve-done-to-the-mississippi-river-an-
explainer/239058/.

Mc P h e €@ Atchafalaya

The classic article by McPhee, entitled The Atchafalaya, which was published in the New Yorker in 1987 is
masterfully written. I't captures the Cajun way of
attempt to control the Mississippi and Atchafalaya. Real characters are included along with excellent
explanations as to why former actions were taken. It is well worth the time it takes to read it. Access the article
at

http://www.newyorker.com/archive/1987/02/23/1987 02 23 039 TNY CARDS 0003471467?currentPage=all.

Old River Control Structures
To access a video of the Old River Control Structures, go to http://www.wwltv.com/news/Old-River-Control-
Structure-vital-during-highwaters-on-Mississippi-River-122692189.html.

To read a well-written article on the function and importance of the Old River Control Structures published in
the UK, go to http://www.ukprogressive.co.uk/caution-optimism-from-the-mississippi-flood-of-
2011/article12194.html.

I wish you all well as you prepare for summer and some relaxation.

Ann Wilson, Science Program Coordinator
Louisiana Department of Education


http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/05/what-weve-done-to-the-mississippi-river-an-explainer/239058/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/05/what-weve-done-to-the-mississippi-river-an-explainer/239058/
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/1987/02/23/1987_02_23_039_TNY_CARDS_000347146?currentPage=all
http://www.wwltv.com/news/Old-River-Control-Structure-vital-during-highwaters-on-Mississippi-River-122692189.html
http://www.wwltv.com/news/Old-River-Control-Structure-vital-during-highwaters-on-Mississippi-River-122692189.html
http://www.ukprogressive.co.uk/caution-optimism-from-the-mississippi-flood-of-2011/article12194.html
http://www.ukprogressive.co.uk/caution-optimism-from-the-mississippi-flood-of-2011/article12194.html
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Louisiana Science Teach&usccesses

Outstanding Math and Science Teachers Honored by the President

Louisiana's Michelle Morvant from Thibodaux was among the group of kindergarten thru sixth-grade teachers
from across the United States who topped off a visit to the nation's capital on May 20th by meeting with
President Barack Obama. The meeting honored teachers who received the prestigious Presidential Awards
for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST).
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During their tour of the White House earlier in the day, the educators met briefly with Jill Biden. Both the
president and Biden congratulated the teachers and thanked them for their outstanding commitment to the
nation's students.

The teachers' visit capped a week of professional development and recognition activities, including a number
of interactions with senior members of the Administration and members of Congress. White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy Associate Director for Science Carl Wieman and the National Science
Foundation (NSF) hosted an awards ceremony during which the awardees received certificates signed by
President Obama. The awardees also met Administrator Charlie Bolden of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and Administrator Lisa Jackson of the Environmental Protection Agency.

-10-
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During dinner with NSF senior advisor Cora Marrett, awardees heard from Kathryn Sullivan, assistant
secretary of the Department of Commerce and deputy administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and S. James Gates Jr., a member of the President's Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology.

"It was wonderful to have the awardees here with us in Washington," said Marrett. "They represent the very
best in science and mathematics teaching, and they are a great resource to their schools, to each other and to
us."

During their time in Washington, the awardees also had the opportunity to talk with senior education policy staff
from the Department of Education, the White House Domestic Policy Council, and the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy.

In announcing the awards to 85 teachers late last month, President Obama said, "The teachers we honor
today have demonstrated uncommon skill and devotion in the classroom, nurturing the young minds of
tomorrow's science and math leaders. America's competitiveness rests on the excellence of our citizens in
technical fields, and we owe these teachers a debt of gratitude for strengthening America's prosperity."

President Obama has committed to strengthen science, technology, engineering and mathematics education
and to prepare 100,000 effective science and mathematics teachers over the next decade. These
commitments build on the President's "Educate to Innovate" campaign, which has attracted more than $700
million in donations and in-kind support from corporations, philanthropies, service organizations and others to
help bolster science and technology education in the classroom.

PAEMST is the nation's highest recognition of kindergarten through 12th-grade mathematics or science
teachers for outstanding teaching in the United States. The awards recognize teachers for their contributions in
the classroom and to their profession. Awardees serve as models for their colleagues, inspiration to their
communities, and leaders in the improvement of mathematics and science education.

In addition to a presidential certificate, awardees received a paid trip for two to Washington, D.C., and a
$10,000 award from the National Science Foundation to be used at their discretion.

PAEMST applications are reviewed at the state and national levels by selection committees of outstanding
scientists, mathematicians, and educators. Nominees are then sent to the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy for final selection. The awards alternates between elementary (kindergarten through sixth
grade) and secondary (seventh through 12th grade) teachers each year.

Since the program's inception in 1983, more than 4,100 teachers have received this honor. The National
Science Foundation administers PAEMST on behalf of the White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy.

For more information on Michelle Morvant, Louisiana's 2010 Presidential Awardee in science, go to
http://recognition.paemst.org/media_room/finalist profiles/michelle _morvant

?"‘ National Science Foundation
WHERE DISCOVERIES BEGIN

-11-
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SSP Selects Louisiana Science Teacher for 2011 Fellowship
Ten high school teachers selected to build independent scientific research in their communities

WASHINGTON, DC, March 23, 2011 i Society for Science & the Public (SSP) announced today selection of
the 2011 class of the SSP Fellowship. Ten teachers will join twenty

active Fellows from the classes of 2010 and 2009. The 2011 Fellows

are from across the United States and were named for their unique )

plans to reach students in underserved communities and to inspire

excellence in independent scientific research. nform. Educate. Inspire
Competitively selected from a large entrant pool of high school science and math teachers from 42 states and
American Samoa, each Fellow will receive: (1) $8,500 in 2011 directly for their classroom and community; (2)
full support to attend the Fellows Institute to be held July 251 29, 2011 in Washington, DC; and (3) ongoing
training and resources from SSP. Successful participants can retain their Fellowship for up to four years to
ensure that promising students can pursue independent research through their high school years.

The 2011 class of Fellows includes teachers selected from rural and urban areas, large and small
communities, and schools that serve under-resourced communities. They are:

Chris Todd Campbell, Simsboro High School, Ruston, LA

Joyce Corriere, Hampton High School, Hampton, VA

Donna Donnelly, New Century Technology High School, Huntsville, AL
Dominique Evans-Bye, Clark High School, La Crescenta, CA

Mario Alberto Godoy-Gonzalez, Royal High School, Royal City, WA
Travis Hartberger, McKinley Technology High School, Washington, DC
Kathryn Hedges, Hammond High School, Hammond, IN

Patricia Morris, Strom Thurmond High School, Johnston, SC

Julie Olson, Mitchell Senior High School, Mitchell, SD

Jonathon Wetherington, Brookwood High School, Suwanee, GA

nSSP is proud to announce the 2011 Fellows and to
independentresear ch can be out of reach, o said Elizabet h Ma
Publ i c. Al ndependent research projects give students

inquiry cycle. In offering these opportunities to their students, these teachers will enable a broad representation
of our brightest students to fully explore their intelligence and creativity and apply them to finding solutions for
our global challenges. o

Through a generous grant from Intel, the SSP Fellowship provides funds and training to selected U.S. science
and math teachers who serve under-resourced students, to enable interested and motivated students to
perform high-quality, independent scientific research. The program began with its first class in 2009. SSP
Fellows design independent research programs to be implemented in their schools and help their students to
develop a strong network of scientific mentors.

The Fellows Institute provides intensive training to teachers and enables each Fellow to earn graduate level
credit for their work.

Additional information about the SSP Fellowship is at www.societyforscience.org/outreach. The application for
the 2012 Fellowship will open November 2011.

-12-
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2011 Louisiana Outstanding Biology Teacher Award Recipient

Rebecka Rocquin of Ponchatoula High school in Tangipahoa Parish will be presented with the 2011
Louisiana Outstanding Biology Teacher Award (OBTA) by the National Association of Biology Teachers, in
conjunction with Leica Microsystems, Inc. and Biozone. This honor, given annually since 1961, identifies a
teacher from each of the United State, its possessions, Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, and Canada who
has made valuable contributions to the profession and to his/her students. Criteria for the award include
teaching ability, experience, inventiveness, initiative, inherent teaching strengths, and cooperativeness in the
school and community.

Rebecka has been a biology teacher at Ponchatoula High School since 2006 and also serves as the science
department co-chair. Her teaching career spans 14 years and she has served as a biology curriculum
developer for the Louisiana Virtual School. A Louisiana native, she received her Masters of Education and
Bachelors of Science degrees from Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, LA.

iScience can only come alive when -lffet purduitsnthas inteaasteanda c t |
c hal | en gexplaink Roeguin. Every year, her biology students participate in service learning projects
involving el ementary school student s. RnThese projec

what they |l earn and how t hsheyadds.a hechsologyrisean integralvpart ofi hero t h e
classroom and she utilizes interactive multimedia software, digital cameras, classroom response systems and
iPods to help students process difficult concepts with engaging visuals.

Rebecka is a member of the National Science Teachers Association, was recognized as the Loranger High
School teacher of the year, and LACUE Secondary Educator of the year in 2006. She has been the recipient

of the Best Buy teach award, the Target Field Trip Grant, and received the ING Unsung Hero award in 2005.
AiShe i s an enthusiastic educator who brings her | ess¢
at Ponchatoula High School.

A special presentation will be given by the National Association of Biology Teachers at its National Convention
in Anaheim, CA, in October. In addition to the certificates awarded, Rebecka will be presented with a
mi croscope from Leica Microsystems, Il nc., and a year (

The National Assaociation of Biology Teachers and the Louisiana Association of Biology educators, an affiliate

of LSTA, ar e extremely proud of Rocqui n, her accor
accomplishments and awards shoul d mak eentrestate praud.\Bhefse b e «
a priceless member of the education community, o0 Loui ¢

2011 PBS Teachers Innovation Award Recipients Fellowship

PBS Teachers is proud to announce the winning entries for the 2011 PBS Teachers Innovation Awards. Each
first place winner will receive a week long "Innovation Immersion Experience" at The Henry Ford in Dearborn,
Mi chi gan, a SMART S| dreeePBS Teacheellne pofessipraladévelgpmeat course, and a
tote bag of PBS gifts. The first place winners are: Mark Rabalais (WLPB, Louisiana) and Jennifer Williams
(WYES, Louisiana).

The second place winners will each receive a tote bag of PBS gifts. The second place winners are: Michelle
Buchanan (WLPB, Louisiana), Katrice Hall (WLPB, Louisiana), Vickie Stewart (WYES, Louisiana).

The video entries for each of these winners will be available for viewing on the PBS Teachers website
beginning later in June. Congratulations teachers!
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Loui siana Science Teacher Named Regional

Challenge

NEW ORLEANS, La. 8 April 21, 2011 8 Nicole Brenner, a
science teacher at New Orleans Charter Science and Math -

Academy in New Orleans, La., has been named a regional sc' Academv
wi nner i n NSTAOGSs Shell Sci e
competition for middle and high school science teachers. The Challenge encouraged teachers (grades 6 12),
who have found innovative ways to deliver quality lab experiences with limited school and laboratory
resources, to share their approaches for a chance to win a school science lab makeover support package

valued at $20,000. Brenner is one of 17 regional winners named, from which five national winners will be
chosen, and from the national winners a grand prize winner will be selected.

New Orleans Charter Science and Math Academy

I'n the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Brenner 6s tsch

and has insufficient technology. Many of her students come from backgrounds that prepare them to fail. Using
inexpensive supplies and household and recycled materials, she provides her students with cutting-edge
scientific research experiences. Students choose their own science fair project topics based on their passions,
which has helped expand their limited perceptions of what science is. By adopting the premise that no
experiment is a failure, she has enabled her students to not only succeed, but also outperform students from

other schools inthe districtd and t hey are well prepared for college.

to get exemplary grades, and they take pride in their school.

Altés truly inspiringtlefesourses @mmingeup with mmowtivevwaysho psovide hight
guality | ab experiences for t heir students, 0 sai
tremendously proud of all of the regional winners. Their unique ideas and creative approaches to teaching
science produce new awareness and ways for wus all

fi | n ghased Igarning and hands-on experimentation are key elements for encouraging student interest in
science, 0 said Drel lFrQ@izli e€Conmnfidmy nMarSsehger , Soci al

Challenge our aim is to support the inquiry-based instructional practices of our science teachers and excite
students about the wonders and possibilities of science by doing. Exemplary science teaching is more effective
when it occurs in a quality |l ab environment where

To enter NSTAOGs Shell Science Lab GCh2an theeUnitee States and e n ¢
r

it
d

SC

Canada were askedtodescr i be t heir school ds current | aboratory

facilities might be classified as Alimitedo resourc

utilizing their school é sfsaence edacators thea kevieiver @nd Iselectédehe top A

entries.

As a regional winner, Brenner and her school will receive donated science lab equipment or gift certificates, a
grant to purchase additional science lab tools and resources, and a $300 gift certificate to the NSTA
Bookstore. The school will also receive memberships to the NSTA and the NSTA Learning Center and paid
registration for two teachers at the school to attend a NSTA conference.

NSTAGs Shell Sci ence L arger damtad the dohig @lenn Gentgr i Stience fEduaatioh
and the establishment of the Shell Leadership Institute. The Institute will work to further initiatives that promote
diversity and research-based practices and will focus on national solutions to improve science education at the
state, federal, and local levels. The Shell Leadership Institute will offer workshops, seminars (both face-to-face
and online), and other highly visible initiatives.

For more information on NSAg& goso hoh/ghtllscierfalab.pstaorg/. L a b

14

e ¢
P

Ch al
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Southern Louisiana Regional Collaborative for Excellence in Science and
Mathematics Teaching

Pictured below are teachers honored at the Southern Louisiana Regional Collaborative for Excellence in
Science and Mathematics Teaching dinner and reception. The event was held at Southern University in Baton
Rouge and hosted by Joseph Meyinsse, Southern University, and Brenda Nixon, Louisiana State University.
The teachers were honored for their efforts throughout the 2011-12 school year to improve their classroom
instruction by participating in professional development programs like MISE and the Math Science
Partnerships. Guests from the Texas Regional Collaboratives, a spokesperson from SHELL and various
university representatives spoke to the teachers before they were greeted by State Senator Yvonne Dorsey.
Funded by the SHELL Education Foundation there are two Regional Collaboratives. The northern supports
efforts by LA Tech and Grambling.

_~

LA Space Grant Recipients

LA Space Grant is providing funding for Rose Hale from Berwick Junior High and Aimee' Perrodin who
teaches at Northwestern Middle School in Denham Springs to attend this year's Liftoff Program in Houston,
Texas. John Werfel, Director of LA Space Grant, is to be thanked for this annual support of Louisiana teachers
and their chance to work with the program run by Margaret Baguio.

PACE
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LSTA Awards

Each year the Louisiana Science Teachers Association recognizes its outstanding formal and informal
educators who have made valuable contributions to their profession. The awards are now open, and
applications are being accepted in the categories shown below.

Outstanding Elementary Science Teacher of the Year
Outstanding Middle School Science Teacher of the Year
John Dempsey Outstanding Secondary School Science Teacher of the Year
The Essie Beck "Rising Star" Science Education Award
Claudia Fowler Distinguished Service to Science Education Award
The Distinguished Informal Science Education Award
William W. Craig University Educator Award

The first four awards listed are for classroom teachers and must be completed by the educators themselves.
The final three awards may be completed by the educator or by another individual or group acting on behalf of
the educator. For more information or to download an application, go to the LSTA website (www.lIsta.info) and

click awards.
Congratulations Ann Powell! ‘

Ann Powell is retiring after 48 years of teaching school. At
right is a picture taken by Barbara Taylor during the 2006
NSTA conference in San Diego. For several years LSTA
members opened their Science Institute program looking for
any session by ABCéAnn Powel |
S mi t h e aftén presented in matching lab coats. It always
seemed the ladies needed multiple carts to get the workshop
materials in and set-up. The ABC Team met while attending
programs under the direction of Patty Watts at ULM. A few
years ago Barb and Carolyn moved to Arkansas. Carolyn
served as a Strand Leader for
conference.

Car «

ean
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http://lsta.info/craig.php
http://lsta.info/craig.php
http://www.lsta.info/

LASER June2011

Louisiana Science Teachers Association Newslettew(Ista.infg

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

Education in Action

U.S. Department of Education Starts Award for @ 0 cl®ols

The U.S. Department of Education announced today the creation of the Green Ribbon Schools program to
recognize schools that are creating healthy and sustainable learning environments and teaching environmental
literacy. The new awards program will be run by the Education Department with the support of the White
House Council on Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

AiPreparing our children to be good environment al cit
do, 0S.U Secretary of Educati on Arne Duncan said at an
wi || serve future generations and quite |iterally su:¢
AEach day, we ask students across 't he naltadeoship in the der
cl assroom, and in return, the Federal Government mus
House Council on Environment al Quality. ARThe Green R
spaces that promote enviro n me nt al |l iteracy and prepare our | eaders
AfThe schools taking part in this initiative wil!/ hel
world around them, allowing them to envision solutionst o t omorr owds challenges wl

today, 060 said EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson. ABy
Ribbon Schools will prepare our children to win the future by leading our global green energyec o n o my . 0

The Green Ribbon Schools program reflects President
emi ssi ons, increasing energy efficiency, and prepari
energy solutions.

EPA Administrator Jackson and CEQ Chair Sutley joined Secretary Duncan at the announcement at a

ceremony planting a tree at the Department of Educat
the same tree that is depicted i nl itzhien gk dtuhceatD eoma rDienpeal
to securing our nationbs future by promoting student

The Green Ribbon Schools program wil|l be model ed aft
Program, which annually honors public and private schools that are either high performing or have improved
student achievement to high levels.

Through the Green Ribbon schools program, the Education Department, the EPA, and CEQ will recognize
schools for energy conservation, creating healthy learning spaces, and teaching environmental literacy.

AEnvironment al Il it eracy -rousdedaworld-cnhpaosrst aendtu cpaatrito no fo aSewe
AThrough the Green Ribbon Schooodokthg arelgadiregiine way i tehchingb e
science and in ways that show students the importance of developing clean energy sources and sustainable
solutions for the environment. o

The application for the program will be released later this year, and thefir st group of @A Gr een
announced next year.

17-
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Math Science Partnership Administrative Conference

The annual Math Science Partnership Administrative Conference

was held May 16" i 18" in Baton Rouge. The conference

™ t heme was ATool s for l eading
. organi zad8thiensa@&.ssi on daendestandmgof | e a
the Concerns-Based Adoption Model for change and how to

make the case for, guide and assess change efforts in schools.

Susan Mundry (not pictured) and Kathy Stiles
from the WestEd Educational Learning Center
presented the two day workshop. They are the
co-authors of Designing Professional
Development for Teachers of Science and
Mathematics, Leading Everyday:124 Actions for
Effective Leadership, The Data Coachos Guide to

Improving Learning for All Students, etc. Susan

and Kathy co-direct the National Academy for Science and Mathematics Educational Leadership.

Sally Ride Science Festival at LSU

Place: Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, LA
Date: Saturday, September 24

Time: 11:00am to 4:15pm

Fee: $20

\
Sally Ride |

‘®. Science

Early Registration Discount: Register by June 15 for only $15!
Presented by ExxonMobil, the Sally Ride Science Festival includes:
e Aninspiring talk by a featured speaker
o Discovery workshops for girls, which may be given by local veterinarians, astronomers, microbiologists
and more
o Workshops for parents and teachers on ways to support girls' interests in science
e A street fair with booths, hands-on activities, food, and music

On June 18, 1983, Sally Ride rocketed into space aboard the space shuttle Challenger. She is the first
American woman to fly in space. While the festivals are primarily focused on encouraging 5th-8th grade girls
to pursue their interests in science, everyone is welcome to attend! Do n 6t ndi advanced vegistration
required! Sign up now at http://www.sallyridefestivals.com or call at 1.800.561.5161. For more information, go
to http://www.SallyRideScience.com.
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NOAA workshop held at the Aquarium of the Americas

Plans are underway for the 2011 LATM Conference in Monroe, LA. Mark
your calendars for Wednesday, October 19 i Friday, October 21,
2011. This conference promises to be a wonderful professional
development experience of Learning, Applying, and Teaching

Ma?hematics 2 0 1 1 Mathematics.

Looking for a good book?

Have you been wanting your own copy of Adding it Up (http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=9822) or
Taking Science to School (http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record id=11625 )? All pdf versions of books published
by the National Academies Press are now downloadable to anyone free of charge. National Academies Press
(NAP).

This includes the current catalog of more than 4,000 books plus future reports published by National
Academies Press (NAP) i publisher for the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy
of Engineering, the Institute of Medicine, and the National Research Council.

Free access to online content supports the mission of NAP -- to improve government
decision making and public policy, increase public education and understanding, and
promote the acquisition and dissemination of knowledge in matters involving science,
engineering, technology, and health.

The National Academies can enlist the nation's foremost scientists, engineers, health professionals, and other
experts to address the scientific and technical aspects of society's most pressing problems through the authoritative
and independent reports published by NAP.

Engineering in K-12 Education: http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12635

How Students Learn Mathematics in the Classroom http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record id=11101
How Students Learn Science in the Classroom http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record id=11102
Development During Middle Childhood http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=56

19
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JASON Project

June 6™ and 7™ middle school teachers (pictured below) from 10 districts around the state traveled to LSU and
enjoyed an opportunity to work together while receiving training from JASON Project presenters. During the
two days the teachers explored activities related to JASON missions. The workshop was arranged through the
LDoE in partnership with the LSU Cain Center for STEM Literacy. As the 2011-12 school year begins, the new
JASON teachers will hopefully find ways to share the information with teachers in their schools and districts.

For more information, visit http://www.jason.org/public/whatis/start.aspx.
4 L — - . .I

2011 - International Year of Chemistry

The International Year of Chemistry 2011 (IYC 2011) is a worldwide celebration of the achievements of
chemistry and its contributions to the well-kb ei ng of humanki nd. U nGhenmistrydhoar u n
life, our future, 6 1 YC 2011 wi | of fer a range of i nteractive
The Year of Chemistry is intended to reach across the globe, with opportunities for public participation at the

local, regional, and national level. Learn more at: http://www.chemistry2011.org/.

To celebrate this event, the LASER is including various chemistry items in each issue this year. Feel free to
submit your own items to nathancotten@tpsd.org

Chemistry Fun Facts

In 1953, a fledgling company called Rocket Chemical Company and its staff of three set out
to create a line of rust-prevention solvents and degreasers for use in the aerospace industry,
in a small lab in San Diego, California. It took them 40 attempts to get the water displacing
formula worked out. But they must have been really good, because the original secret
formula for WD-40¢0 which stands for Water Displacement perfected on the 40th tryd is still in use today.

Mystery Molecule HO
Study the molecular model at right. What is it? The answer will be revealed in August®
issue of the LASER.
HO o
o)
o CHj H'

N/ Answer to Ap r iMysiesy Molecule (left): Chocolate

HN
O)\T | @ o' o

CH3
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Spring 2011 Student Competitions Results

2010-11 eCYBERMISSION Challenge

eCYBERMISSION CHALLENGE RESULTS

_ Team/School Team Members Team Advisor
8™ Grade Winners
Ezbatters

1% Place Our Lady Of Perpetual Help School
Belle Chasse, LA Heather
Reverseanotors Giordano

Anna Bilich, Sarah Cheathem
2" Place Our Lady Of Perpetual Help School . ' ’
Belle Chasse, LA Madison Jackel, Rebecca Ortega

Mako Giordano, Gregory
Ingraham, Benjamin Johnson

9" Grade Winners

Zinc Water

Ursuline Academy High School
New Orleans, LA

Firefold

2" Place Ursuline Academy High School
New Orleans, LA

Hannah Koster, Gabby Leonovicz,
Iman Naeem, Jessica Signorelli

Jay Juan
Rachel Charbonnet, Joy Comboy,
Tiffany Nguyen

Each grade level participating in eCYBERMISSION will receive the following awards:

State Awards:
o First-place state winners i $1,000 U.S. Series EE savings bond per student
e Second-place state winners i $500 U.S. Series EE savings bond per student

The 2011-12 competition will begin with
registration for teams of students in 6", 7"
8" and 9" grades on August 1, 2011.

ZCLb=rmission

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE

eCYBERMISSION is a free, web-based science, technology, engineering and math competition for students in
grades six through nine sponsored by the US Army. Compete for regional and national awards while working
to solve problems in your community. Check out this electronic student competition sponsored by the US
Army (www.ecybermission.com) and next year we know there will be state winners for all grades 6-9 and hope
to see regional ($2000) and national ($5000) winners from Louisiana.

Bayou Regional Robotics Competition Results updated

We apologize for failing to recognize the Bearbots from Catholic High School i n  Apri | 6s
newsletter. Congratulations Bearbots on receiving the Rookie Inspiration Award! The Bayou Regional
Robotics Competition was held March 18-19 at the Alario Center in Jefferson Parish. Students from seven
states competed inthisyear 6 s r egi onal tournament.

Bayou Regional Robotics Competition Results
Catholic High School Rookie Inspiration Award

21-
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Regional News

E Region | E

No news reported. Please contact your regional representative, Sean Hudson at hudsosp@gmail.com to
share your news.

E Region Il E

Oh, those | azy days of summer éé. . | h o p e-20&lvsehooyyear and h a s
is taking some well-deserved rest and relaxation. Before we all head our different ways, | wanted to share
some of the many events that have been taking place ¢

On the school front, teachers in our region have been very active making science come alive for their students.

Not too long ago, hundreds of second grade students visited Covington High School for a fun-filled science
adventur e. |t was part of a fAHand in Handod Science
exhibits related to chemistry, physics, ecology, and biology. Funded by a grant from the Joe W. and Dorothy
Dorsett Brown Foundation, the event featured 25 to 30 learning stations manned by high school students and
visited by second grade students brought by bus from Covington Elementary, Lyon Elementary, Folsom
Elementary, and Lee Road Junior High School. Three hundred and eighty elementary students took part, and

150 students from Covington High were involved. | t was the third year the-ofiSci
demonstrations had been held at the high school.

Mindy McCallum o f L SU Ag Ck Yioute Wétlands4Program, along with Carol Franze of the LSU
AgCenter and Louisiana Sea Grant, worked with students from Cypress Cove Elementary School in Slidell, LA,
to create a rain garden on their property to remove pollutants from stormwater running from the parking lots
and the roofs of the school buildings. With their help, students planted Louisiana irises, bald cypress trees,
and a swamp red maple tree in their newly created rain garden. A local nursery, Cut N Edge Landscaping on
North Military Road in Slidell, LA, donated the wetland

plants used in the garden. Now, that is science in

action! R i TR

Cemis \
Chiemis

Nemist N
sAzsEngs |\

Teachers and students, alike are to be
congratulated for their achievements in several
fields of science in the last few months. Here are
some of the great things they have been doing,

e Right: The You Be the Chemist State
Championships were recently held at LSU.
Regional winners from East Baton Rouge
and Tangipahoa completed four rounds of
guestions to determine the state winner
and runner-up. The winner will represent
Louisiana in Philadelphia later this spring.

22-
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e Congratulations to Lai Cao from Baton Rouge Magnet High School! She recently received the
Venier/ NSTA Technol ogy Award for AEngaging Physics
award totaling $3,000, including cash, Vernier technology, and expenses for attending the NSTA
conference to receive her award.

And finally, here are just a few of the many professional development workshops held across Region 2
recently.

e Pictured below and right: Members of the professional association of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers recently presented a workshop in Baton Rouge to teachers in Ascension, East
and West Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston and
Tangipahoa.

e Pictured below: The LDoE Teaching,

Learning and Technology Centers recently

held a second Region 2 workshop for Math

Science Partnership faculty, to provide training

in various educational technologies for use in

the classroom. The workshop session was hosted
by East Baton Rouge Parish School System with participants from several region 2 districts.
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e On April 30, 2011, teachers from 4 states across the Gulf Coast region met in 10 different locations to
participate in a webinar about the Deep Horizon Oil Spill. During the threeZour session, educators
heard from experts in four states on topics related to ongoing oil spill research in shortZand longZerm
effects, marine mammals, habitats, and fisheries. Twenty teachers from Region 1 and 2 were in
attendance at the Audubon Aquarium site. In addition to hearing from the experts, teachers participated
in several hands-on activities created for them to take back to their classroom to use.

I hope everyone has a wonderful, relaxing summer! Let me know if you do anything exciting
(janiece.mistich@stpsb.orq) Ti || next timeéé

E Region Il E

Wonderful news! Natalie Pittman, a teacher at Pointe Aux Chene Elementary School in Terrebonne Parish
will represent Louisiana this June in Houston to par:
workshop for K-5 teachers. The American Geological Institute Earth Science Workshop will provide Natalie

with content, strategies, skills, and activities that she can take back to her classroom and redeliver to other

Earth Science teachers.

Tammy Drexler and Shannon Lafont were busy as they attended the Math and Science Partnership
Administrative Conference in May in Baton Rouge where project directors learned leadership strategies and
skills.

Michelle Morvant, a Kindergarten teacher from Thibodaux Elementary School in Lafourche Parish and 2010
Presidential Awardee for Excellence in Science Teaching, just returned from Washington, D. C. where she
meet President Obama, discussed classroom science issues with representatives from U. S. Department of
Education and the National Science Foundation, and was provided with a weeklong STEM professional
development.

Right: Honor students in Terrebonne worked
hand and hand with scientists at LUMCON as
they collected quality data through the
Bayouside Classroom Program. Students
have been participating in this annual program
for about ten years.
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Right: The Houma Airbase was busy as students toured
and learned about its history. As part of the Kids in
Aviation Program sponsored by the Experimental
Aircraft Association, physics students in Terrebonne
Parish were able to plot flight plans as well.

If you have information on school news, grants, awards,
activities and pictures to share in your area you can
send it to me at mahmorv@yahoo.com .

Left: The largest aquatic field trip in the state and
probably the country was held in Region Ill. 1500
fifth grade students from Terrebonne Parish
attended the 15™ Annual Terrebonne Aquatic
Field Trip as they traveled to Point Aux Chene
Wildlife Management Areas where the Wildlife &
Fisheries Enforcement Agents demonstrate the
importance of wearing proper life vest.
Participants circulated between five stations
which focused on boater safety, water quality, fish
identification, life cycles of crabs and fishing.

E Region IVE

Right: Beau Chene High
teachers Eddie Roberts and
Tracy Henry took the
science club students to
LUMCON. At right, the
photo shows the students
aboard the research vessel,
Acadiana.

Have any Region 5 News? Send it to your regional representative, April Stone at als0520@slp.k12.1a.us.
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E Region VE
Happy summer vacation to all from Region V:

Mrs. Judy Reeves, St . Mar garet 6s Ca t"lgmdeiScienc® Chulo students wilhtchvelttoh e ¢
Washington D.C. in June to participate in the NEED (National Energy Education Development) Project
National Youth Awards Ceremonies on Energy Awareness. St. Margaret Catholic School has been selected

2011 NEED National School of the Year. St. Margaret has been an active member of the Project for 12 years,

while Mrs. Reeves has been a member for 16 years. The Science Club has won Louisiana State School of the

Year consecutively for the last 10 years, and National Runner-Up in 2008 and 2009. Her Science Club was

also named National Runner-Up out of 800 schools for the Disney Challenge on their water awareness
projects for 2010-2011. They have also joined withth e Mayor 6 s Commi ssi on Ga20kRe n
school year. Congratulations to Mrs. Reeves and her students for a job well done!

Gary Kratzer will be retiring from the Calcasieu Parish School System. The good news is that while Gary is
leaving his role for the district, he is taking on a new challenge. Gary will work with McNeese and PPG to re-
establish the PPG Naturelab as a learning facility for McNeese students, public/private school children and the
local community.

Shirley McKee, Sterns Rogers, Kathy Iste, and Yvette Ardoin recently attended the Annual MSP
Conference in Baton Rouge.

At Grand Lake High School, students in Mrs. Bobbye D e | a n 8"giade Earth Science class participated in

the Coastal Roots environmental project again this year. The students planted bitter panicum seedlings (a

sand dune plant) in the Coastal Roots nursery and monitored the growth of the plants throughout the 2010-

2011 school year. On May 12, 2011 the 48 eighth grade students planted 561 of their healthy plants along with
550 purchased p