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As the 2010-11 school year comes to a close, the LSTA National

Science Teachers Association (NSTA) planning committee continues

work to make the fall regional event one to remember. Currently, our

program committee is reading and scoring proposals for the NSTA

New Orleans Conference on Science Education. Jean May-Brett,

Program Chair, is diligently working with the following strand leaders

in reviewing submissions: Tim Johnson strand leader for Crafting a

College-Ready Career STEM Workforce for the Future; Carolyn

Smith strand leader for Leveraging Multidimensional Resources to

Enhance 21% Century Learning, and Mary Helen Blanchard strand

leader for Sustaining Science Success for All. | want to thank all the

LSTA members who answered our invitation to read proposals for

your help in the effort to make the November New Orleans

Conference an outstanding experience for those who attend. We will
be looking for volunteers to help in other ways as the conference date
approaches.

Additionally, Jean attended the NSTA conference in San Francisco March 10-13, 2011 to promote the
NSTA New Orleans Conference to be held November 10-12, 2011. | want to thank the following
people who assisted Jean and her husband Tom Brett at the booth: Cathi Cox Boniol, Tom Boniol,
lan Binn, Chelsea Duhon, Missy Durham, Kerry Rogers, Crystal Williams, Cathy Williamson, and
Tammy Wood.

| would also like to congratulate our new NSTA District VII Director, Chris Campbell, Science
Teacher/Department Chair at Simsboro High School in Lincoln Parish. Chris will replace Melissa
Miller, who has represented NSTA District VII for the past three years, when his term begins June 1,
2011.

This is an exciting time to be a science educator. Work is currently underway to complete the Next
Generation of Science Standards. The science framework is currently under review by experts
selected by the National Research Council. The next version of the Framework is expected to be
seen by the public in late spring 2011. A panel of outstanding science teachers has been selected to
work on the Standards to follow.

As the summer comes into view, | know that many LSTA members will be actively engaged in a

variety of programs in and out-of-state to improve the teaching and learning of science. Please
remember to let your regional representative know about your science activities.
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Entergy Workshop Introduces Teachers to New Nucleg

Program for Schools

ifPower Pat ho educates students about careers in the 1

New Orleans, La. i Local science and math teachers learned how their students iy

can one day become scientists, engineers and technicians in the nuclear —=— Entergy
industry during a Power Path to Nuclear Energy workshop hosted recently by ®
Entergy New Orleans, Inc.

Power Path is designed to fuel interest in nuclear science and power production through innovative learning
materials for students in grades 6-12. Twenty-two public schoolteachers representing various schools
throughout Orleans Parish attended the free workshop
the program.

AfAs a tehcherexcited to incorporate this Entergy nuc
Wadl ey, physics teacher at O. Perry Wal ker High Scho
these hands-on activities will be great lessons for the kids. Also as a former physicist who worked in the
industry for years, | love to see companies like Entergy creating these career connections 1 math and science
lessons thatcanleadtorealwor | d car eers. 0

With the Power Path program, teachers can provide entertaining lessons in nuclear science using workbook
games and puzzles and online resources. Participating teachers will receive complimentary nuclear science
curriculum material that supports requirements of the Louisiana State Department of Education.

About half of the nuclear industry workforce is retiring in the next ten years according to the Nuclear Energy
Institute. By creating an early interest in nuclear science, Entergy New Orleans hopes to steer students toward

career choices relatedto nucl ear power producti on. To ensure the
ongoing support to Power Path through continued teacher training, guest teaching and more.

As part of the Power Path program, students could also have
opportunities to experience science and math applications first-
hand in the field through tours and in-classroom visits by
Entergy nuclear employees from nearby plants. Entergy
operates two nuclear power plants in Louisiana & Waterford 3
near New Orleans and River Bend near St. Francisville.

AOur nationbés energy needs are
an

Herr on, president d CEO of En
t he tool s t o hel p New Orl eans:¢
nucl ear power and producti on, W
towar d potenti al careers in a rapi

Energy Solutions Foundation, a national nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting math, science and engineering education, is helping to provide the Power Path
curriculum to New Orleans schools. Orleans Parish public school teachers teaching math and/or science who
are interested in learning more about the Power Path to Nuclear Energy program should call Terri Babin at
504-670-3530 or e-mail tbabinl@entergy.com.



mailto:tbabin1@entergy.com
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STEM Education: Science, Technology, Engineering and

Public Television Science Matters Sponsors

Find free, standards-aligned digital media and lesson plans for programs such as QUEST, Jean-Michel
Cousteau: Ocean Adventures, Saving the Bay and Clue into Climate on www.kged.org/ScienceEd. Integrate
media making into your curriculum! Engage students and help them build critical thinking skills with video,
narrated slideshow and online mapping projects. Download instructions, worksheets and rubrics for media
making in the science classroom at www.kged.org/quest/education.

Teacher so Domai n i S a free online digital i brary
resources contextualized for classroom use and linked to teachers’(ion:mﬂ e
st andar ds greatly @pahding the content of TD and

improving the features. Look for announcements this summer!

www.teachersdomain.org

A

The PBS Kids television series, SciGirls, features groups of middle school girls

Glrls modeling authentic, girl-focused approaches to inquiry-based science and

engineering projects. Download our free educational resources at

www.pbs.org/teachers/scigirls or email scigirls@tpt.org for hard copies. Upload class or individual student
science projects on www.pbskidsgo.org/scigirl.

Explore, Educate, Engage with great media from NOVAGJ one of the most used video resources in science
classrooms today! Sign-u p for NOVAOGSs mont hly Te her
www.pbs.org/nova/newsletters.html.

Like us on Facebook and join the discussion at www.facebook.com/NOVAeducation. Nov
Visit us on the web at www.pbs.org/nova/teachers/. teachers
Write us at NOVAeducation@wgbh.org.

The official resource for educators, librarians and other

PBS | Educational Media education organizations, PBS Educational Media offers
learners enhanced opportunities to explore new ideas and

new worlds! For more than 35 years, educators from pre-K
through 12, colleges and universities, public and private librarians, government, and other organizations have
trusted PBS for educational programs that bring lessons to life.

Calendar of STEM related events for Spring 2011

April 16" State Science Olympiad SLU Hammond; http://www?2.selu.edu/orgs/Issol.

April 18™-22™ Youth Wetlands Week; awmullens@agcenter.Isu.edu.

April 21° Deadline for EE Student Art and ELA Contest; vortego@wlf.la.gov.

May 2" Deadline for Submission of Presidential Award Packets; www.paemst.oeqg.

May 16"-18" Annual MSP Administrative Conference for 2011-12 project leadership teams.

-5
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2011 - International Year of Chemistry

The International Year of Chemistry 2011 (IYC 2011) is a worldwide celebration of
the achievements of chemistry and its contributions to the well-being of humankind.
Under t he un CHemistryg out lifeec oue futdre, 6 | YC 2011 wi | of fer
range of interactive, entertaining, and educational activities for all ages. The Year of International Year of
Chemistry is intended to reach across the globe, with opportunities for public
participation at the local, regional, and national level. CHE%I%TRY

Learn more at: http://www.chemistry2011.org/.

To celebrate this event, the LASER is including various chemistry items in each issue this year. Feel free to
submit your own items to nathancotten@tpsd.org

Chemistry Fun Facts
e The element Californium is often called the most expensive substance in the world (as much as $68
million for one gram.)
¢ Dynamite contains peanuts as an ingredient.
e Arubber tire is actually one single giant molecule.

Resources for teaching and learning chemistry

http://www.nclark.net/Chemistry

http://funbasedlearning.com/chemistry/default.htm

http://www.hschem.org/Resources/links.htm

http://www.kidsolr.com/science/pagell.html (o) CH3

Mystery Molecule
Study the molecular model at far-right. What is it? The answer will be revealed in

HN N
J u n éssus of the LASER. )\ I /)
o N N

CHs
N Ill o AnswertoF e b r u avystesysMolecule: Caffeine CH3
S N
/ CHg
H3C 0
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Student Competitions Results

Science Olympiad Region Il Results

y, Jie 3
Under the direction of Dr. Kelly Crittenden, Louisiana Tech University debuted as SQ/IESNICE(') 'YMPIAD
host for the Region Il Science Olympiad with an exciting inaugural event. N\ T 1777

—a\| =

Congratulations to the following qualifiers for the state competition in Hammond:

Exploring the World of Science

Division Science Olympiad Region Ill Results

1 Place 2" Place 3 Place 4" Place 5" Place 6" Place
B (Jr. High) St. Jo St. Ma Franklin I.LA. Lewis Ruatic;]rrl]\]r. Simls_lti)g;]o Jr.
C (High Sch.) ﬁ:gggt Neville High  Frankiin Smis;r?ro
FIRST Bayou Regional Robotics Competition Results
Held March 18-19 at the AlarioCenter i n Jef ferson Parish. Students

regional tournament.

School Bayou Regional Robotics Competition Results

Woodlawn High School Judges Award, 3" Place Winner
Mandeville High School Imagery Award

Hammond High School Entrepreneurship Award
Comeaux High School Rookie All Star Award, 3" Place Finalist

Northshore High School Website, Gracious Professionalism

First Dean List Award (given to an individual student for their

Hanna Sorrell achievement)

fron
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Louisiana Envirothon 2011

Held Saturday, April 2, 2011 at ULL's Model Sustainable Agriculture Complex at the Cade Farm.
Participating Teams: Audubon Zoo, Beau Chene FFA 1 and 2, Comeaux High School, Louisiana School for
Math, Science and the Arts (gold and blue teams), Live Oak FFA Teams 1, 2 and 3, and Zachary FFA.

Louisiana Envirothon 2011 Results

1% Place

School Louisiana School-Blue Team Audubon Zoo Louisiana School-Gold Team

Highest Scores

Aquatics, Wildlife,

Category Soils Forestry Oral Presentation Estuaries
School  [als ;‘:1‘00"5'“‘9 Zachary FFA Audubon Z0o Live Oak FFA #3

Below, students from Live Oak FFA #3 collect soil samples and give their oral presentation to judges.

THANKS to Entergy; ExxonMobil Baton Rouge; Canon
USA; ULL; Louisiana Departments of Agriculture and
Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries, and Environmental
Quality; La. Cooperative Extension Service; La.
Association of Conservation Districts; Acadiana RC&D
Council; NRCS; Air & Waste Management Association - Louisiana Section; Louisiana Environmental Health
Association; Borden's Milk Products; and Louisiana Science Teachers Association.

8-
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You Be The Chemist - Northshore Student Challenge Results

Southeastern held its se cond fiYOou

Chemi st o | ocal comp

Northshore) this past Saturday (April 2,
2011). YBTC is a project of the Chemical
Education Foundation, in which middle
school students compete to demonstrate
their knowledge of chemistry, chemical
safety, and how chemistry relates to our
daily lives.

Winners of the competition were Kerrigan
Ackless in first place and Courtney De La
Cruz and Andreill Kelly tied for second
place. All three are currently students of Ms.
Erica Navarre of Nesom Middle School.
Kerrigan, Courtney and Andreill will
represent Nesom and the Northshore at the
YBTC State Competition, held on April 28,
2011 on the LSU campus. The winner of
THAT competition will represent Louisiana at

the National Competition in Philadelphia this

Be The
etition (YBTC

June. In the event that one or more of the winners cannot compete at the State competition, the runners up --
Ryan Guttierrez and Alexis Griffin -- will compete in their place.
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Regional News

E Region | E

No news reported. Please contact your regional representative, Sean Hudson at hudsosp@gmail.com to
share your news.

E Region Il E

Happy Spring, finally! Region 2 teachers have been very busy the last few months learning new ways to teach
science, sharing their expertise with others, and receiving some great awards for the wonderful work they have
been doing.

Zachary Elementary School has a lot to celebrate this spring. It has just been announced that thirty, second
and third graders, under the leadership of Kristy Gilpin and Breigh Rainey, have won the national elementary
grand prize in Disneybs Planet Chall enge, an envi

ror

through eighth grades for their project to grow and plant beach grass for erosion controlon Loui si anabo

They will be guests at the May 6 recognition ceremony and parade at Disneyland. They were visited by a
special guest from Disneyland, Mickey Mouse, who helped to make the announcement. You can read about
the award by clicking on the following link: DISNEY. Way to go, students and teachers! We are so proud of
you!

In addition to this outstanding achievement, several teams from Zachary Elementary recently attended the
NSTA conference in San Francisco. One team presented a Geology Unit to conference attendees.
Representing Louisiana and their school were Bianca Deliberto, Breigh Rainey, Danye Pelichet, Demetria
Scott and Maegan LaBorde. While at the conference, Maegan Laborde was presented the Muriel Green
Award, a national award given to an outstanding elementary science teacher through the CESI Association.
Congratulations!

A second team from Zachary El ementary al Reflectpm Bis!léAnt e (

Light Presentation,0 w dimee Davis, Darla Jines, Breigh Rainey, and Bianca Deliberto. Bianca, a 2nd
and 3" Grade SMS teacher was also awarded the 2011 Zula International Early Science Educator Award at
NSTAG6s Teacher Awards Gal a dur iLaug Klathee Hil @ particgppaneim Rragect
AIMS (East Baton Rouge MSP project) and 4™ grade teacher at Cedarcrest-Southmoor Elementary, was one
of two Louisiana teachers given a Milleken National Educator Award. Check out her photo at
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/106497354.html.
Congratulations, Laura!

MSP teachers in Lutcher recently attended an MSP INTEL
Technology workshop offered by the Louisiana Department
of Education TLTCs. Twenty-four MSP teachers from the
Region 2 Math Science Partnership projects participated in
an all-day session covering INTEL Thinking Tools,
Glogster, Animoto, VoiceThreads, and other instructional
technology. Each participant received a one year license
for VoiceThreads. In this picture teachers are getting the
chance to try out the technologies first hand!

-10-
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If you attended the conference in San Francisco or have any other science news to share, please be sure to let
me know, so | can put it in the next issue of the LASER. You can reach me at janiece.mistich@stpsb.org. |
hope the end of your school year is as productive as the last two months have been. Hope to hear from you,
soon!

E Region Il E

Teachers from Region Il have been exploring ways to improve their teaching through technology. Teachers
from the Math Science Partnership project participate in an all-day MSP INTEL Technology Workshop
presented by the LDOE TLTCs in Lutcher. There were twenty four teachers from Lafourche, Vermilion, Iberia,
and Calcasieu parishes that attended. The sessions were informative as they explored applications covering
INTEL Thinking Tools, Glogster, Animoto, VoiceThreads, and other instructional technology as well. All
participants will receive a one year license for VoiceThreads to use as enhance technology in their classrooms.

Shannon Lafont, Joan Rodriguez, Tammy Drexler, Paul Johnson, and Christine Hypolite of the
Lafourche Elementary Math Science Project recently attended the INTEL Leadership Forum for MSP District
Leadership Team members. The workshop was presented by Allen Childress of the Louisiana Department of
Education.

Congratulations to Adrianna Dupre and Rene Naquin who recently completed training for the Dow Chemical
supported program The Balanced Equation. Adrianna and Rene traveled to San Francisco for their facilitators
training and will be offering Balanced Equation workshops this year as people celebrate the International Year
of Chemistry.

Share your great experiences with others! Drop me a line at: mahmorv@yahoo.com
E Region IVE

Shown below are pictures from an academic
follow-up session of the Iberia-Lafayette
Elementary MSP that met in New Iberia on
Saturday Feb 26™. The group was learning how
to make digital graphs. The MSP has given the
teachers several strategies including technology
to bring back to their classrooms.

Increasing Career Awareness about Marine Industryd A
NSF-ATE Project will be hosting a two day workshop in
Lafayette July 28-29, 2011. The two day workshop is for
math, science, and technology teachers from middle and

high schools in use of project based learning kits to engage
students. Space is limited. To register please email or call
Barbara Lester at barbaralesterl@gmail.com or call 757-464-6008.

-11-


mailto:janiece.mistich@stpsb.org
mailto:mahmorv@yahoo.com
mailto:barbaralester1@gmail.com

LASEHR April 2011

Louisiana Science Teachers Association Newsleitew(Ista.infg

Other news:

Ms. Stone and Mrs. Taylor's third grade students at South Street Elementary in Opelousas will be celebrating
Earth Day April 21st with a community awareness program including a tree planting ceremony. The students
have been learning about the environment throughout the year with a focus on writing across the curriculum.

Have any Region 5 News? Send it to your regional representative, April Stone at als0520@slp.k12.1a.us.

E Region VE

The Southwest Louisiana Teachers of Mathematics (SWLTM), an affiliate of the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics (NCTM), endeavors to support the teaching of mathematics in our region. SWLTM hosted its
first annual Spring Conference at Lake Charles Boston Academy of Learning on Saturday, February 19™. Eight
competitive classroom grants up to $750 each were awarded at the Spring Conference. Of the eight
grants awarded, six were awarded to elementary teachers, four of whom are MSP participants.*

The following Calcasieu Parish teachers were awarded SWLTM classroom grants:

NAME SCHOOL GRANT TITLE
* Catina Ceasar LeBleu Settlement Geometric Shapes
* Kate Ryder LeBleu Settlement Students Learn Math How They Want
* Cottie Mouton Dolby Elementary School Expressing Math With Live Scribe
* Laura Phenice R.W. Vincent Elementary Making Every Second Count

With these SWLTM grants and the QSM grants, 15 MSP participants have now received a total of 16 grants
awarded. (SWLTM membership information and grant applications for 2011-2012 can be found at
http://www.faculty.mcneese.edu/switm/.) Congratulations Calcasieu teachers!!!

South Cameron High School, Cameron Parish, attended the Regional Science Fair and placed overall winner
in the high school division with eight students qualifying for state. At the state competition, Channing

LaLande placed 3*i n Ani mal Science with his project, i Wh at

naturally breedi n2ff placé special aveam thAgrieutiude Rasearch from the LSU College of
Plant and Soil Sciences. Mrs. Bronwen Therioti s C h a rchreinistry t@acher. Johnson Bayou School had
three participants also in the state competition. Congratulations
Cameron Parish!

Region V Science and Engineering Fair had many participants in
the State Fair. Austin Peavy, Barbe High School, Calcasieu
Parish and Wilson Brown, DeRidder High School, Beauregard
Parish, will be representing Region V in the International Science
and Engineering Fair in Los Angeles May 7-13. Congratulations on
a successful fair, state placement, and international qualifiers.
Thank you to Mrs. Judy Reeves o f St . Mar gar et 6s
and Calcasieu Parish for your hard work with these outstanding
students in preparing them for state and international competitions.

Please submit your accomplishments and news to
tina_savoie@camsch.org. In the subject line, please indicate that it
is LSTA News.

-12-
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E Region VIE

Three LSMSA Biology Students Named Semi-Finalists in National Exam

On February 10, 2011, all of the current biology students at the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the
Arts took the USA Biology Olympiad Exam. This exam can be taken by any high school biology student and
consists of 50 multiple choice questions that cover many different topics in biology such as genetics, animal
anatomy, and plant physiology. This year, almost 6000 students took the exam from 32 different states in
addition to several international schools outside the US. The top 10% of students who took the exam were
named semi-finalists and will progress to the next exam given in mid-March. Dr. Allison Landry, Science
Department Chair at LSMSA, is pleased to announce that the only three semi-finalists in Louisiana are
students at LSMSA. They are Willie Chen, son of William and Victoria Chen from Alexandria; Deeksha Deep
daughter of Kamal and Neeru Deep from Natchitoches; and Jamie Winfield, daughter of Darlene Winfield
from Jefferson. These three students recently took the semifinal exam and will wait to hear their results which
will be announced in April. The top twenty students on the semi-final exam will be invited to attend a training
session at Purdue University that culminates in a two-day exam. The top four Finalists will then be invited to
attend the International Biology Olympiad in Taiwan.

The Louisiana School, located in Natchitoches, is the only state-funded residential high school for high
achieving and highly motivated sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Each year, students from all across the
state seek admission. Students from all schools (public, private, and parochial) are encouraged to apply.
Admission is highly competitive. If you would like to learn more about the Louisiana School, please call the
Admissions Department at 1-800-259-3 1 7 3, vVisit t he svenvinlemsd.edlls or vemdl san
admissions counselor at admissions@Ismsa.edu.

Alexandria Middle Magnet School will be hosting its 2" Annual Wetland
Immersion Night on May 12". The students work amongst their ELA,
Science and Social Studies on a student chosen wetland topic. The
st ud e rojecss@will perjudged and displayed at the culminating event
on May 12", Along with student projects, local, state and federal
organizations set up booths with activities and education materials for the
students, parents, and community to enjoy. Some organizations that
have participated are scientists from the Louisiana Fish and Wildlife,
LSUAg Center, Alexandria Zoo, and many more. If any organization is
interested in participating in this event please contact Tera LaPrarie at
tera.laprarie@rpsb.us.

Eighth grade students taking High School Physical Science at Alexandria Middle Magnet School participated in
the fourth annual race day at school. The students and their parents spent two weeks at home building the
students racecars. The students raced their cars to determine its speed and acceleration. The car that had
the highest speed, most distance, and fastest acceleration won awards.

Rapides Parish School Board hosted training for all teachers in the Parish on the new Discovery Education
Program. The Discovery Education Program is part of the new Parish wide STEM Initiative. The Parish has
also been training science teachers and mentors from each of the schools in the Parish on the program and
Web 2.0 applications to be used with the program. The District has received high praises from the teachers
who have implemented the program into their classroom instruction.

Have any Region 6 News? Send it to your regional representative, Tera Robinson-LaPrarie at
tera.laprarie@rpsb.us.

t
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E Region VIIE

Cindy Kilpatrick from Qil City Elementary School has been selected at the 2011 Outstanding Educator for
Louisiana Project Learning Tree. She will be recognized at the Louisiana Forestry Association Board of
Directors meeting April 5, 2011, in Pineville Louisiana. About 70 board members representing leadership in
forestry throughout the state will be in attendance. Cindy will also be awarded an expense paid trip to this
year 0s I nternational PLT Coordinatorsé Conference i
Montgomery, Texas, June 6-9, 2011.

John Oswalt from Donnie Bickham Middle School had
some special guests on March 1. Marine educators
from the University of Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast
Research Lab came to visit his classes with live
specimens in tow. Students were able to observe and
hold a horseshoe crab, hermit crabs, a turtle shell, and
marine animal bones. The visit was part of a 2010
summer program in which John participated. This fall
he will accompany of group of his students to the
Mississippi Gulf Coast to help lead them in hands-on
experiences involving marine studies.

Four Caddo Parish science teachers have been selected to

participate in the Sally Ride Science Academy in San Diego from June 19-23. They are Lindsey Clark from
North Highlands Elementary School, Merrill Davis from J. S. Clark MicroSociety Academy, Princess Hill from
Summer Grove Elementary School, and Debbie Woodell from Vivian Elementary/Middle Magnet School.
After completing summer academy, the team will redeliver the training to local educators so that they too will
benefit from the program.

EIm Grove Middle School hosted the LEGO NXT Sumo Challenge on February 19, 2011 for teams from Caddo

and Bossier Parishes. Benton Middle School placed first,
with teams from Cope Middle School earning second
and third places. Thanks to Terri Johnson, Kelly
Birdsong, and EIm Grove Middle School for all
their hard work.

Elm Grove Middle School also hosted the state
Destination Imagination competition on March 19,
2011. In all, 46 teams performed in a variety of age
groups and presentation categories. Winners will
have the opportunity to compete in the Global Finals
on May 25-28, 2011at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. Good luck to all teams going to Knoxville!

Cathy Williamson, Caddo Educator for SciPort,
Loui sianads Di scovery Cente
Electromagnetic Spectrum, Hubble Art and Science Workshop on February 19, 2011. Dr. Laura Whitlock,
LSUS astrophysicist, presented a series of hands-on investigations describing how different wavelengths are
detected and how they can be used to fAseed objects
participants received kits to use in their classrooms.

As you have events or recognitions to share, please send your news to sue.ottesen@bossierschools.org.
Pictures are also greatly appreciated.
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E Region VIII E

Gary Stringer reports the ULM Museum of Natural History has several new items on Abatosaurus
exhibit. There is a ﬁnewdftis@txmdttemnfbeitlangwimamn%?ﬁ S k
tusks and mandible. Gary and the museum staff spent about 18 hours building the
exhibit and getting the skull mounted. There are several new dinosaur casts including a cast
of one of the first dinosaur nests ever discovered (found by Roy Chapman Andrews in the 4
1920's in China and Mongolia) on display. It has twenty wonderfully preserved Oviraptor
eggs! Coming soon is a femur of an Apatosaurus (right). It will be over 5.5 feet tall!
Students are going to love it (so will the big kids). Gary has been able to use funds
from his Endowed
Professorship to buy
additional material for the Museum.

Cynthia Osborne (pictured above) along with Emily
Rash attended the US DoEd Math Science Partnership
Regional Conference in March. Melinda Clingen and
April McLeod (pictured below right), participants in the
Morehouse Elementary Math Science partnership,
recently presented during the affiliate meeting in
Monroe. They used the conference as a chance to
share something learned in the MSP workshops from
instructors April Picard and Amy Ouchley.

Congratulations to Amy Ouchley for winning the
Conservation Educator of the Year Award. This
honor is awarded for outstanding performance in
conservation education by a professional or
volunteer.

Pictured left: The Concordia Parish MSP tests rock
samples for the presence of calcium using a weak acid.
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Cathi Cox-Boniol (New Tech @ Ruston) joined Dr. Julie Holmes and Dr. Randy Parker of Louisiana Tech

University in presenting a session that focused on the national New Tech model that has been implemented on

the Ruston High School campus and
how it has transformed teaching and
learning.  Cathi also worked the
booth promoting the upcoming
regional NSTA conference to be held
in New Orleans. Missy Wooley and
Amy Guerin (Ruston High School
STEM) also attended the NSTA
conference and joined Cathi in
attending a special luncheon where
Lincoln Parish Superintendent
Danny Bell was recognized as the
recipient of the Kendall Hunt/NSELA
Outstanding Administrative Support
Award (OASA) for Science Education
(pictured). There Bell presented his
cash award ba c k to t he
STEM program.

Missy joined Sarah Wages (New Tech @ Ruston) in attending a science-focused Meeting of the Minds
workshop in Austin, Texas, over Spring Break while Amy was asked to submit a Success Story based on her
STEM Marine Science program for the Environmental Education Week emphasis. Cathi hosted a STEM site
visit at Ruston High School for Grant Parish leaders before utilizing the local Adopt-A-School partnerships to
help coordinate fAgreeno projects in 13 of the | ocal
schools.

Dr. Bill Deese (Louisiana Tech University),
assistant to Dr. Jenna Carpenter in directing the
Region Il Science Fair held at Tech, presented
plagues to Susan Hilton (Ruston Junior High
School) and Missy for their schools winning
overall honors at the competition (pictured). Both
accompanied students to the state event held at
LSU where Neesha Siriwardane (RHS) brought
home first in Biomedical Engineering and
Madison Wooley (RJHS) won first in
Biochemistry.

Got Region 8 News? Send it to your regional
representative, Lyndsey Ewing at
lyndsey.ewing@mcschools.net.

Sff el e
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Professional Development Opportunitiaad Resources

American Chemical Society Middle School Resource

The ACS has just released a new free middle school science resource at http://middleschoolchemistry.com. It
is a completely free source of activity-based lesson plans for teaching basic chemistry concepts at the middle
school level. The lessons cover all the main concepts in middle school chemistry so any part of a lesson or the
entire lesson can be used on its own or in conjunction with the curriculum the teacher is already using. Each
lesson also contains integrated animations and video that a teacher

ACS can use to help explain student observations on the molecular level.

Online professional development will also be available to introduce and
W Chumis’[r}r for |_i-|-}_a“' familiarize teachers with the demonstrations, activities, and chemistry

content in the site.

Louisiana Practitioner Teacher Program (LPTP):
Seminar Leader Positions 2011-2012 ($6000 Stipend)

The Louisiana Practitioner Teacher Program (LPTP) is recruiting 2011-2012 Math and Science Seminar
Leaders (SLs) for its alternate certification program, which serves Teach For America, teachNOLA, and Teach
Baton Rouge in the New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Louisiana Delta areas. SLs lead seminar two evenings
per month during the school-year for first year public school teachers.

SLs are outstanding public school teachers with two or more years of teaching experience. SLs will be
responsible for implementing the Teaching for Results (TfR) curriculum over 16 sessions. SLs will receive a
$6000 stipend for leading the 16 sessions, attending SL trainings throughout the year, and completing the
additional responsibilities of the Seminar Leaders (grading

assignments, communicating with teachers, etc.). LOUISIANA

This is an excellent opportunity for experienced Math and Science PHAE"TIUHEH
teachers to share their own best practices integrated into the TfR TEACHER PROGRAM
curriculum.

If you are a strong experienced Science or Math teacher who might be interested in this opportunity, please
contact: Nicole Bono, Site Manager, at nbono@tntp.org for teachers in the New Orleans area,

Diana Leonardo, Training & Instruction Manager, at dleonardo@tntp.org for teachers in the Baton Rouge area,
Domenica Sutti-Vella, Training & Instruction Manager, at dsutti-vela@tntp.org for teachers in the Delta region
(East Carroll and Madison Parish).

If you would like to learn more about the Louisiana Practitioner Teacher Program, please visit our website at
www.Iptp.org.

Vernier Technology Grant =
9y Vernier

Vernier is offering a technology grant to celebrate their 30th anniversary. They are awarding thirty $10,000

grants as a way of saying "thanks" to all the great science educators in the US. The contest opens March 9,

2011 and applications are due on June 1, 2011, with winners being announced in the fall.

Details can be found on the website at www.vernier.com/30years.
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Using the Current Events in Japan as Teaching Points
Ann Wilson, Science Program Coordinator, Louisiana Department of Education

Below, you will find resources for use during teachable moments that are occurring since the earthquake in Japan. This is
an ideal time to address nuclear science and decisions related to nuclear energy. Assessments show us that students
lack a full comprehension of the difference between nuclear fission and fusion for example. In addition, there has been a
lot of misinformation in the media regarding the radiation from the
nuclear power plant in Japan, so this is a good time to assist students in
understanding the forms of radiation, alpha, beta, and gamma, and safe
levels of radiation. Utilizing current events is a very effective teaching
strategy because students recall content addressed during these times.
Nuclear energy and radiation appears in our GLEs and Comprehensive
Curriculum in the following grade levels:

Grade 6 GLEs 25 and 41

Physical Science (grade 9); GLEs 8, 9, 30, and 39
Chemistry GLEs 10, 11, and 12

Earth Science GLEs 5, 7, and 27

Physics GLEs 6 and 34

Environmental Science GLEs 181 23 and 251 27

| f youdbre | ooking for resources about the recent earthqua

visualizations, teacher activities and materials.
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/visualization/collections/japan2011.html

A New York Times blogger offers resources and lesson plans for teaching students about Friday's 8.9-magnitude
earthquake and tsunami in Japan. The author has compiled past New York Times resources on tsunamis and
earthquakes, along with links to Internet resources on the topics and information about Japanese history and culture. A
separate post has a list of questions that can be used in discussions about the tragedy. To access the related resources,
go to NYTimes.com/The Learning Network blog or to http:/learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/11/teaching-ideas-the-
earthquake-and-tsunami-in-japan/?ref=education.

To access N O A A éesources on tsunamis and earthquakes, go to http://www.noaawatch.gov/themes/tsunami.php.
The USGS has a page devoted to resources on earthquakes at http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn.

Earthquakes: The area around Japan is a subduction zone that illustrates the power of tectonic action around the
Paci ficds Aring of fire. o A revi ew of wh at we
http://scign.jpl.nasa.gov/learn/plate4.htm.  For  additional related resources cited by NSTA, go to
http://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=58295.

Tsunamis: A tsunami is a series of ocean waves generated by sudden displacements in the sea floor, landslides, or
volcanic activity. In the deep ocean, the tsunami wave may only be a few centimeters high. The tsunami wave may come
gently ashore or may increase in height to become a fast moving wall of turbulent water several meters high. Share an
animation of the Honshu event March 11 at http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov/honshu20110311/.

Radiation
U.S. Energy Information Administration: Energy Kids: http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energy.cfm?page=nuclear home-
basics
How Nuclear Radiation Works: http://www.howstuffworks.com/nuclear.htm
Scientific American: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=nuclear-energy-primer
Videos explaining issues related to the nuclear reactor in Japan:
e  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdbitRIbLDc
e http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/files/specials/interactives/_international/nuclear-explainer-
video/index.htm|?SITE=LABAT&SECTION=MULTIMEDIA.



http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/visualization/collections/japan2011.html
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/cPmGBYmgbsdtqbngfDafbEfClUhh?format=standard
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/11/teaching-ideas-the-earthquake-and-tsunami-in-japan/?ref=education
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/11/teaching-ideas-the-earthquake-and-tsunami-in-japan/?ref=education
http://www.noaawatch.gov/themes/tsunami.php
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn
http://scign.jpl.nasa.gov/learn/plate4.htm
http://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=58295
http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov/honshu20110311/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energy.cfm?page=nuclear_home-basics
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energy.cfm?page=nuclear_home-basics
http://www.howstuffworks.com/nuclear.htm
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=nuclear-energy-primer
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdbitRlbLDc
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/files/specials/interactives/_international/nuclear-explainer-video/index.html?SITE=LABAT&SECTION=MULTIMEDIA
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LIVE Earth Day Webinars. - :
With over 4,000 school wildlife assembles conducted and |g “Earth Day Weblnafs‘ﬁ&’*

with Rusty Johnson

appearances on David Letterman and the Today show, we have Rkttt »
. for this international event! April 18th - 22nd, 2011 Hurry limited space
expanded our reach globally through the power of the internet.

Visit: www.EarthDayWebinars.com to save you or your school a webinar seat, learn about our assembilies,
custom home school programs, fund raising opportunities, film work, and so much more. Also, check out our
LIVE Hawk Cam!

2011 NSTA Conference
SCGIENL
Mark your 2011 calendar and make plans to join
your colleagues in New Orleans, November 10-12,
§§ \

2011, for the NSTA Regional Conference Science: UUR
Eye on Our Future.
1

m AREA CONFERENCE

ON SCIENCE EDUCATION
I;II Y URLEANS, LA
(NOVEMBER{0-12 201

Whether you have a little or a lot of time to spare,
your services are needed for the NSTA Area
Conference in New Orleans on November 10-12,
2011. To volunteer for the conference, contact Jan
Graff at jlgraff@bellsouth.net.

Soci ety for ScieneckhkowsPrdaglam Publ i cds F

The SSP Fellows Program, with generous support from Intel, provides funds and training to selected U.S.
science and math teachers who serve under-resourced students, to enable interested and motivated students
to perform high-quality independent scientific research.

Fellows are competitively selected from across the U.S. and

- 'V EE may serve for up to four years, with up to $8,500 a year. The

. _ : Fellows also begin the program with the Fellows Institute, a
CINCE & 1RE FUC one-week intensive training program in Washington, DC.

More information and instructions on how to apply can be

Inform Educatle Inspire . .
found here: http://www.societyforscience.org/outreach.

Canopy in the Clouds

A new and free science educational media project, Canopy In The Clouds (www.canopyintheclouds.com) is
now online. The project uses innovative and immersive media from the perspective of a tropical montane
cloud forest to serve as a platform for inquiry-based, K-12 earth and life science education. We are particularly
excited to offer over 25 lesson plans on themes such as water, weather, soils, ecology and the process of
science focused on 6-8th grades. All materials are normed to national science education standards, peer-
reviewed by a team of scientists and educators, and made available free of cost via our website. Funding is
provided by the National Geographic Society, National Science Foundation and the Tropical Science Center of
Costa Rica.

dosel en las nubes

+y/ canopy in the clouds
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Summer Workshops

GIS/GPS Workshop

The Louisiana Geography Education Alliance, the National Geographic Society, GIS$
GlSetc and the Louisiana Science Teachers Association are sponsoring a GIS-GPS c
workshop Wednesday, June 1 - 3, 2011 at Nicholls State University, Ayo Hall, Thibodaux, La. Registration
fees to the GIS-GPS workshop ($50) will hold your spot for the workshop and be returned to you at the
conclusion of the workshop.

During this workshop, science, social studies & gifted teachers will learn how to integrate GIS and
GPS in your daily curriculum in a way that will make learning fun, exciting and hands-on. In
addition to learning how to use GIS and GPS, participants will receive a copy of Mapping Our
World Using GIS and a 50-seat license to use GIS at your campus for one year. You will also
receive numerous maps and other teacher materials from the National Geographic Society. Lunch will be
provided each day and an afternoon snack.

RSVP: Dr. Paul Nagel, nagelp@nsula.edu, by May 13"

Airborne Research Experiences for Educators and Students
Application Deadline: April 29, 2011 (For 6-9 & Pre-Service Educators)

The NASA Airborne Research Experiences for Educators and Students, or AREES, program is recruiting
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, or STEM, and language arts pre-service and in-service
educators of students in grades 6-9 to participate in a three-day experiential workshop in Palmdale, Calif.
Workshops will be offered July 13-15 and July 27-29, 2011. Participants will learn how NASA conducts
airborne science and flight research via NASA interactive, technology-rich learning module for teachers and
students.

The workshop is designed to:

1. lncrease educatorsodo core scientific and research kn
2. Model and promote use of scientific inquiry through problem-based learning.

3. Provide STEM teachers with a variety of alternative instructional strategies.

4. Increase commitment and competency to teaching interactive, technology-rich curricula.

5. Foster use of interdisciplinary teams.

The AREES workshop anchors pre-service and in-service educators in a community of scientific practice
through interactions with NASA engineers and scienti
Center i n Edwar ds, Cal i f ., and NASAOS Dryden Aircr

educators will learn how to participate in an innovative, emergent teacher-student design challenge: Plan a
Flight Mission -- Improving Earthquake Monitoring. Select teams and individuals who participate in the
challenge may be able to participate in a real airborne research experience in 2012!

AR
| AEROInstirute

AEROSPACE | EDUCATION | RESEARCH | OPERATIONS

Applications will be accepted through April 29, 2011, or until
workshops are filled. Applications received after that date will
receive consideration as space permits. Teams of two to four
teachers are encouraged to apply.For more information, visit
http://www.aeroi.org/K6.php. For more information, contact
Shaun Smith at shaun.smith@nasa.gov.

L
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WETSHOP 2011

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries will host its annual one-week teacher training, WETSHOP
2011 (http://www.wilf.louisiana.gov/wetshop-2011), from July 10-15, 2011 at the LDWF Marine Research Lab,
Grand Isle, LA. Teachers are treated to a full week of field experiences to learn more about Louisiana's
dynamic wetlands. This is paid summer training with thirty additional paid training hours during the school year.
The registration fee is $50. Application Deadline: May 20, 2011. For more information, contact Angela Capello
at (318) 748-6999 or acapello@wlf.la.gov.

2011 Louisiana Forestry Teachers Tour

The Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry along with the Louisiana
Forestry Association has released applications forms for the 2011 Louisiana
Forestry Teachers Tour and invite you to apply! See how the forests can
work for you in your classroom!

The Teachers Tour includes spending four days touring the forests of
Louisiana, examining forest practices and the forest industry. This outdoor
environmental education course is designed to provide an unbiased look into
forestry issues along with Project Learning Tree activities and lesson plans.
Teachers are also eligible for 30 CLU's.

This year's tour is scheduled for June 13th-16th in and around the
Alexandria area. The tour is limited to 35 participants and sponsors are
available to defray the cost of the trip. All meals, lodging, materials and
transportation (during tour) are provided at no_cost with a sponsor; however
teachers would have to provide their own transportation to and from
Alexandria.

Registration is simple! Teachers can either apply online or submit an application attached and return it either
by email, mail or fax. If you have any questions, please email or call Whitney N Wallace at 225.925.4500 or
985.543.4057. The deadline to apply is April 22, 2011.

For More information, please visit http://fs3.formsite.com/LAPLT/form410638139/index.html and
http://www.laforestry.com/site/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=wJFDpIxvzTw%3d&tabid=106

Mountains to the Gulf: An adventure for teachers!

Want a Dream Workshop this summer? The Mountains to the Gulf Teacher workshop will be so much more
than that! It will be an adventure of a lifetime traveling across the state of Alabama for a week with these three
amazing experts in their field: Dr. Jim Lacefield, Dr. Bill Deutsch and Dr. George Cline. The workshop will take
place June 257 July 2, 2011. The journey will begin at McDowell Environmental Center in the Bankhead
National Forest and crisscross the state to places such as Little River Canyon, Cheaha State Park, the Coosa
River and Dauphin Island Sea Lab.

Only twenty lucky teachers will selected for this adventure. Don 6t wai t [Bonmotehn&matidnaapd
registration information contact Maggie Johnston at maggie@campmcdowell.com or call 205-387-1806.
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Gulf of Mexico Foundation Teacher Training Expeditions: APPLY NOW!

ULFof

A jca’s Sea ...
MEXICO,  “keepirsninng
DUNDATION

CALLING ALL K-12 TEACHERS AND INFORMAL EDUCATORS! Are you interested in a spring break or
summer expedition? The Gulf of Mexico Foundation is currently accepting applications for its two teacher
expeditions: Down Under, Out Yonder (DUQY) and the Intracoastal Waterway Wetlands Expedition (IWWE)
which promise to offer more than just professional development but a true adventure in hands-on learning.
Down Under, Out Yonder (July 9-13, 2011): By having teachers dive into the depths of the Gulf above the
Flower Garden Banks and explore the coral reef habitats below, the Gulf of Mexico Foundation provides
teachers phenomenal underwater experiences by awakening their sense of adventure and exploration, in turn
helping generations of students connect with their natural environment.

Intracoastal Waterway Wetlands Expedition (Summer Trip: June 19-24, 2011): Through exploration of
diverse habitats and communities along the Gulf coast, the Gulf of Mexico Foundation's newest program
makes clear the importance of balancing both the environment and the economy to its teacher participants
through engaging hands-on activities.

For more information and applications for each expedition, please visit our workshop web page at
http://www.qulfmex.org/teachers.htm.

ASM MATERIALS CAMP® 2011
University of New Orleans
June 20-24, 2011

Learn some exciting, simple, low-cost experiments to engage your students!

Who: High school general science, chemistry, physics, math and technology
teachers; middle school science teachers. What: A one-week workshop to show you
how to use low cost / no cost, simple labs and experiments using everyday materials
that can be integrated into your existing lesson plans. Why: To engage and excite
young people in science and math! Program Fees: Noned program includes lunch
and supplies; transportation and other costs are your expense. Credit: 2 graduate credits available for an
additional cost of about $200. Schedule: This is a full day (8:00 to 5:00 PM) 5-day long workshop. (Note:
Possibility of late afternoon/evening in the event of fieldtrips scheduled.) Faculty: Primary faculty are two
experienced high school AMaster Teacherso who have t
helped develop this innovative approach to hands-on learning of applied science principles.

How to apply:
Click on link below.
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BOMD9DGLY/; or visit www.asmfoundation.org.

Questions?
For more information, please visit www.asmfoundation.org or contact: Jeane Deatherage, Administrator of
Foundation Programs at (jeane.deatherage@asminternational.org).
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Science E-Blast #1 April 2011

Twice a month science and math teachers in Louisiana are receiving information on grants, teaching materials,
workshop opportunities, various programs, and conferences by receiving the E-Blast like the one shown here:
http://www.Ista.info/labap%20eblast.php.

For information on the following educational offers and resources please visit the LSTA website at:
http://Ista.info/eblasts/2011/eblast april 2011 1.pdf

National Environmental Education Week; April 10-16
Petroleum engineering Archie Scholarship; Application deadline April 30
EPA Environmental Education Grant; Deadline May 2
WETSHOP 2011; Deadline: May 20
AAAS Leadership in Education Prize for HS Teachers; Deadline May 27
Technology Grants from Vernier; Deadline June 1
ASM Materials Camp for MS and HS Teachers; Free UNO June 20-24
2011 INSPIRE Project for High School Students; Application Deadline June 30
Outstanding Science Trade Books for K-12: 2011, Books Published in 2010
10. Nyiragongo Crater: Journey to the Center of the World
11. NOAA Photo Library's Photostream on Flickr
12. Lifelines for High School Climate Change Education
13.Space Math @ NASA: New Probl ems Rthduakée i ng to after
14.N S D IDigintothe Coreof STEMO free teacher resources, math | e
15AiThe Uni ver se iinatestimewsleftdr Bsssies r 0 0 mo
16. PK-12: Ask A Biologist: The Mysterious World of Dr. Biology
Gr PK-4: The Missouri Botanical Garden Biology of Plants website
17. Gr 3-8: Science News For Kids
18. NASA Launches Women @NASA Website
19. Calendar

CoNoOA~WNE

If you would like to be on the distribution list, contact jean.may-brett@la.gov with your name, school name and
email address.

FREE Math 4.0 graphing calculator software available for any student
or teacher to download.

Click on the calculator for the link!

Don’t
FORGET!
A
IR
DONOGT FORGET TO IGHAWHEKSITHHOR MORE WORKSHOP
AND GRANT INFORMATION! /


http://www.lsta.info/labap%20eblast.php
http://lsta.info/eblasts/2011/eblast_april_2011_1.pdf
http://www.smdeponews.org/programs-events/2011-inspire-project-application-deadline-june-30/
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http://www.smdeponews.org/educational-resources/space-math-nasa-new-problems-relating-to-japan-2011-earthquake-tsunami-and-radiation-aftermath/
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http://www.lsta.info/index.php
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Opportunities and Event®r Your Students

Loui si @tmEnvdrenmental Awareness Student
Art & Language Arts Contest

THE ME : fiLoui si ana Outdoor s: A Bea

LOUISIANA FN\-’IRONMFNTM
EDUCATION COMMISSION

Please use this theme to encourage children to be aware of and enjoy
the outdoors, leading them to become better stewards in the future.
Contest is for ages 5-18 years. All submissions must be postmarked by Thursday, April 21, 2011.

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/environmental-education-commission

Global Youth Service Day - April 15-17

‘ Global Youth Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates and
T mobilizes the millions of children and youth who improve their communities
g PN @U H each day of the year through service and service-learning. It is the largest
m annual service event in the world and the only one that specifically

SERV’CE 'ay BT celebrates youth engagement. With half the world's population under age
25, there is not a problem across the globe that a young person does not have

a hand in solving. YSA awarded more than $1 million in grants to nearly 900 schools, organizations and

youth groups across the U.S. and around the world to implement youth-led service and service-learning
initiatives for GYSD 2011.

LUMCON Open House

Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) is pleased to B
announce that this year's open house will be held on April 16, ¢
2011, at the W. J. DeFelice Marine Center in Cocodrie. The event
will show visitors the important marine research and education that
LUMCON provides through fun and educational activities, displays
and presentations.

The many family-oriented activities planned for this year's open
house will combine learning with an
ocean-full of fun! Included this year are
airboat rides, a scavenger hunt, and many other hands-on activities for participants
of all ages.

Adult visitors will enjoy exploring LUMCON's laboratories, interacting with
researchers about the vital work being done at LUMCON, and hearing
presentations on important marine topics.

For more open house information and updates, visit
http://www.lumcon.edu/information/open_house
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