“What is Louisiana’s largest fossil?”
Earth SCience Assessment Probe
Dr. Gary L. Stringer
Department of AtmospheriC SCience, Earth SCience, and Physics
University of [Louisiaha at Monhroe

The 8" grade earth science Class had just completed a study Of fossils,
and the topiC Of fossils in [Louisiaha had been introduced. The
teaCher asked the students if they Khew what ancient orgahism
represented the largest fosSil Khowh from [ouisiaha. TRead the
responses Of several Of the students listed below. Choose whicCh
student you think has the best answer and explain why.

Ainsley: During the last ICe Age, [Louisiana had ancCient elephant-like ahimals
Khown as mammoths and mastodons. These ahimals were as big or bigger
thah modern elephants and would have been the largest fossil organism
Khownh from the state.

Bobby: There have been shark teeth found in [Louisiana that are almost four
inches long. This would represent a shark that was probably 40 or 50 feet
long. This large toothed shark would represent the largest £ossil from
Louisiaha.

Mat: 1think the largest £0ssil Organism from the state would have to be
some of the sauropod dinhosaurs over 100 million years ago. Mahy of the
sauropods were 100 feet Oor more counting their lohg heCks ahd tails.

Melissa: TWhen the oceans covered [Louisiaha about 36 million years ago,
there was onhe Of the early whales that was 60 feet |ong. This would have
been the largest £ossil orgahism from [Louisiana.

Explahation:
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Answer:

The CorreCt ahswer is the one given by Melissa. The ancCient whale was hamed
Basilosaurus cetoides and was probably at |east 60 feet long. It had a skull that was
four feet long. The information in the responses of Ainsley and Bobby are true except
those were hot the largest £ossil organisms.

The answer of Mat’s is hot CorreCt SinCe ho dinosaur remains have ever been
discovered in [Louisiana. {nhfortunhately, [,ouisiana’s oldest exposed roCKks are
Cretaceous. There were dinosaurs in the Cretaceous, but [L,ouisiaha’s CretaCeous
rOCKs were deposited in the oCean. NO dinosaurs lived in the oCean (all lived on land).



